








orising Airfix Prairie loco and Zodiac 
conversions with the Panther tank 





AIRFIX \. 
MOTOR » 


Enthusiasts of all ages enjoy the excitement and realism of Airfix 
Motor Racing—handling a red Ferrari or green Cooper over lap after 
lap of winding circuit. And just like the real thing, you need skill to 
win. The set runs off mains or battery, and has 11 feet of rigid double 
track which can be arranged in a variety of track layouts. One of these 
includes a perfect figure eight with swooping, road-hopping fly- 
over! Being Airfix, the cars are authentic 1/32nd scale ‘Grand Prix’ 
models with full Ackermann steering for natural cornering. All cars 
and set accessories are available separately. 


THE AIRFIX MOTOR RACING SET INCLUDES: 
1/32nd scale Cooper car, 1/32nd scale Ferrari car, 2speed controllers, 
11 ft. of double track, 14 crash barriers, bridge supports & bankings. 


costs onry £4-19-11d. 








Also at £6.19.11d. with Lotus and Porsche 
cars and 15 feet of double track. 


MOTOR RACING 


From toy, hobby, and model shops everywhere. 
Airfix Products Ltd., Haldane Place, Garratt Lane, 5.W.18. 
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HOBBIES ANN 





From all newsagents, 
stalls, model 


M.R.R.C. EQUIPMENT 


Mini wheels and tyres 4/41 set 
Motors with rear bracket, back 
axle and gearing: 


3-pole motor unit with: 


3:6-| Nylon gears 19/3 

3:4-| Brass gears 23/6 
5-pole motor unit with: 

3:6-1 Nylon gears 23/4 

3:4-| Brass gears 29/2 


Brass Bevel Gears and Pinions, 
3:4-] bas ae saM - 
Braking Units. Contrate gears 
and 2 pinions, giving rates— 
24, 2.7, 3.2, 3:6-1, including 
automatic brakes. 
Per set §/3 
Copper Tape .004: 
4" x 100° = 7/6 
i2/— 
3/6 


4” x 60’ self adhesive ... 
Ackerman Steering Units . 
Slot Guides for use with 


above 2/tl 


EXCELLENT STOCKS OF ALL 
M.R.R.C. EQUIPMENT 


NEW M.R.R.C. CLEAR 
PLASTIC BODY SHELLS | 


Very fine detail 1/32 scale 

Sports Cars: Corvette, Sting 
Ray, Birdcage, Maserati, Lotus, 
Elite, Berlinetta saloon 


4/8 each 


G.P. Cars: Alfa Romeo 59, Auto 
Union 1938 a 3/6 each 
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HOBBIES 1964 ANNUAL 


Outstanding value for 2/6 


UAL 


Get your copy now of this completely revised publication, consisting 
of 184 pages crammed with interest for the modeller, woodworker and 
handyman. Details of hundreds of gifts, novelty and model projects 
for all members of the family. 

TWO DESIGNS, worth 5/-, given FREE with each copy for making 
the extra large ‘DREAMHOLME’ Doll’s House and the fascinating 
Swiss Water Wheel whose paddle revolves, lights come on, and a tune 
plays when roof is lifted for a cigarette. 


To Hobbies Ltd., Dept. 16, Dereham, Norfolk. 
Please send copy of Hobbies 1964 Annual containing Two FREE Designs. 
! enclose 3/— (including postage). 


book- 
and handicraft 
shops, Hobbies branches and 
stockists, price 2/6 (by post 
6d. extra). 


This is a ‘must’ 
a 
| 
| 
| 
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V.LP. Club re 









iSOLD T New Super Acceleration 
Chassis . . 41/8 OU Racing Motor by 59/- FALLER 
V.IP. Standard MORE Revell-Pittman / ROADWAYS 
Sg ers He COMING for 1/32 cars. RP-66 12v., 5 pole, : 
ae aaae jat the end of high speed, high torque, high 







V.LP. Driver with acceleration. Ruggedly built to 






January. We suggest 









_ ara . woe | ASF you reserve yours perform under overload con- 
ther . 7 ae 45) with a 10/= deposit. ditions. 
available, 









£10 worth 













MercEe FASIEST OF WY cade available 
ly 5/9 kel 

ai'we'nsece | EASY TERMS = fo ctt sat 

Motor Units . ’ nly 0 per cent 

Scalextric 13/108 with 9 months to pay deposir. 

Romford Terrier 22/ » 














Romford Phantom 39/8 STANDARD MODEL POST AND 
K's Mk. | 21/- PACKING 
Mk. Il 17/6 DISPLAY CASES Injand, Under £3, 
infix 1/6 per pound; 
Airfix 10/6) Perfect for 1/25 and 1/22 scale | over £3, post 
Marx-Luder Microperm| model cars, etc. Dustproof, rigid, | free, Chverases! 
MultiGearbox 24/-] clear plastic. 9/6 each | postage extra. 

















5A __ PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 





B.M.W. 7a: 


MODELS we 


329 HAYDONS ROAD, 







OO/HO FIRST ARRIVALS 
4001 | car set, plain oval 59/6 
= 4007 2 car set with flyover and 
two controllers £5.19.0 

Transformer, to run up to 8 cars 


WIMBLEDON S.W.I9 LIB 7707 


A.M.T. CARS—IN STOCK 





NEW AIRFIX 1/7and 


Liberator 7/6 | 1963 Ford 200 AL Sports H/Top 24/6 34/6 | 
FROG | /72nd 1963 Buick “Electra” H/Top ... - 24/6) 4110 Pack of straight rails, 4x 4, | 
Macchi M.C.202 2/-| 1963 Mercury * “Manterey”’ Convertible W/tt 2x4, 2x4 ix an 
Again in stock: 1963 Chevrolet “Inpala” ae ies H/Top 24/6) 4120 Straight rails Pair 7/6 | 
HAWK Kaman H-43B 1963 T/Bird H/Top 24/6! 4245 Outside curves Pair 8/6 
Huskie gas turbine 1963 Imperial Convertible --- IT/11 | 4390 Inside curves Pair 8/6 | 
helicopter .. 23/9 | 1963 Chevy I. Nova" H/Top soe UT/UE FALLER Background Sheets | 
Oth FROG \/Tind Kits 1963 Buick “Riviera” H/Top _ I7/IN | 505 Country Landscape, 
aT n 1963 Chevy Il Station Vagon ... . 24/6 i77x% 6” ie . 14/6 
Douglas Boston Ill ... 4/6] ;9¢3 Imperial H/Top.. 17/11 | 514 Mountain Landscape, 
Martin Baltimore 4/6 | 1963 Ford F-100 Pickup Truck with Go Cart 24/6 70° x 16° _ 2/1 
Martin Marauder 6/—| 1963 ee Convertible : Faller Catalogue 2/4 post free 


217/10 
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PLASTIC ENAMEL 


PLASTIC E 
’ ENAMEL 


Tins | /-; 1/9; 3/3; 5/6. 





3/6 complete. 


‘JOY’ New Formula 


The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, 
including black and white, can be 
intermixed to provide a wide range 

of colours. Joy Plastic Enamel has 
good flow, resistant to heat and 

most fuels. Gives glass-hard abrasion 
and wear resisting surface. 


Also available in a special pack 
containing 6 bottles, brush and 2 palettes. 


TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS .. . 


USE TOP FLIGHT FINISHES 


OY’ LUMINOUS 
PAINT 


(Green shade only) 

See in the dark outfits, 
containing Base, Reflecting 
Coat, and Luminous 

Top Coat. 

Use it for your skeleton kit. 
Packs 2/6; 4/6. 
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‘JOY-PLANE’ BALSA CEMENT 


New and 
improved quality. 
Very quick and 
hard setting. 
Penetrates 

; deeply and is 
‘ heat resisting and 
oil proof. 









ray PIANE cEMENT Gav? Available in 
0 a iy Oe long nozzle tubes 
Ve 7d; I/-; 1/8. 


‘New Discovery’ POLYSTYRENE CEMENT 


Non-stringing, 
quick drying and 
colourless. The 
perfect adhesive ' 
for giving a | 
weld joint to 
any Polystyrene 
surface. 
Available in 
special long 
nozzle tubes 7d. 








OTHER PRODUCTS MADE BY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS 


‘JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES. I/-; 1/9. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. | /=; 1/9;2/6534/9. 


PLASTIC WOOD. 1/3; 2/3. 
BANANA OIL. No. 1. Thick; 
No. 2. Thin. I/-; 1/9. 
TISSUE PASTE. Tubes 74d. 


[3¢ 
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JOINT effort between Hawker Siddeley Aviation and 

the Royal Air Force has resulted in a famous between- 
the-wars aircraft being refurbished in genuine Service mark- 
ings. The aircraft, a Hawker Hart, has been finished 
in the markings of one which served with No 57 Squadron 
in the early ‘thirties. This squadron is now based at RAF 
Honington, and flies Victors. 

Owned by the Hawker Blackburn division of Hawker 
Siddeley Aviation, the Hart, which originally bore the civil 
registration G-ABMR, has worn a variety of colour schemes 
during its long career. These range from pre-war silver, 
through war-time camouflage, to blue and gold company 
colours used when it was entered for the King’s Cup Alr 
Races in the post-war period. In its latest, authentic, colours 
it will be taking part in air displays throughout Great 
Britain in future years. 

Although this aircraft is now painted in military colours, 
it never had an actual service career. It came off the pro- 
duction line in late 1930 and was given a C of A on Augusi 
l, 1931 as G-ABMR. Its original Kestrel I[S engine was 
changed for a 560 hp Kestrel IIIS in 1949, after having 
spent the war as a photographic aircraft in the service of 
the Hawker company. Its career was thought to be ended 
in 1956, when it was grounded through lack of spares for 
the engine, but it flew again in 1959, carrying temporary 
service markings for the first time. Since then, a great deal 
of thought has gone into research on the project. Photo- 
graphs showing Hart J9941 on display at the Paris Air Show 
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in 1932 were discovered and, as this aircraft was only four 
places away from G-ABMR on the production line, it was 
decided to reproduce it. 

The photographs allowed the positioning and style of the 
markings to be plotted accurately, but there still remained 
the problem of correct colours. Hawker Siddeley approached 
No 57 Squadron, who have always taken a close interest 
in the Hart (it served as a centre piece during the squadron 
Standard presentation ceremony by Princess Marina last 
year). The squadron contacted Group-Captain H. N. 
Hampton, of Norwich, who had been a flight-commander 
during the “thirties, and who has since retired from the 
RAF. His personal records allowed the aircraft to be 
positively identified as belonging to *B’ Flight of 57 Squad- 
ron and, moreover, gave the correct colours. 

The aircraft is finished in silver overall. The spinner, 
squadron number on the fuselage and the wheel discs are in 
yellow—B’ Flight’s colour—and the figure ‘57° Is outlined 
in a deeper yellow-orange. There is a white trim-line round 
the wheel discs and around the fuselage serial number— 
J9941. This latter out-line is non-standard, but is thought 
to have been placed there when the original aircraft had its 
paintwork touched up for the 1932 Paris Air Show. 

Hawker Siddeley are now anxious to contact anyone who 
can give them information leading to the discovery of a 
Scarff ring and Lewis gun to mount in the rear cock pit. 
With these additions the aircraft would be a fully representa- 
tive machine of the period. 

Knowing my own personal interest in historic aircraft, 
and the fact that Airfix have produced a 1:72 scale replica 
of a Hart in 57 Squadron markings, I am sure that readers 
will want to help as much as they can in supplying Hawkers 
with the information they need, It is of prime importance 
that these old aircraft are kept in flying trim and the more 
accurate their markings the better! If you have any informa- 
tion, please drop me a line, and I will see that everything 
is passed on. 


REFERENCES FOR MODEL MAKERS 


INCE I have been writing these short notes at the end 
of my monthly column about model making and con- 
version tips, | have been asked where I get all my reference 
material from for accurate conversions and colour schemes. 
| therefore imagine that it will be of some interest to readers 
to give a list of the books I use and, as far as possible, the 
sources of additional information. 
From the books point of view, I depend a great deal on 


Airfix Magazine 














- er nate -. Te aie oat E = a Lark a ae Mead 5 aes “ oe ss Meal 


: oes 5 , = ~ rs “ 0 . 7. : pa 
peu ae J ria sa 5 ms ri "i * aca ee ¥ ee 


a offs 


Left and above: Hawker Hart, G-ABMR, recently repainted in authentic Ne 57 Squadron colours. Below, top to bottom: Seibe 
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204.D, TSA Commando, one of the Skyraider target-tug conversions, and Tiger Moth, SE-CGI. 


the wartime publications ‘Aircraft of the Fighting Powers’. 
| am sure most model makers will have heard of these— 
there are seven volumes and, if you can’t get copies (they 
are now completely out of print) I suggest that your local 
library might be able to provide them on a short-term loan. 
Some of the information contained is inaccurate, but the 
books do at least provide a source of 1:72 scale plans from 
which to work. 

Owen Thetford’s books on the history of Royal 
Air Force and Royal Navy aircraft which are in print and 
published by Putnam are my second choice. These works 
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of reference—there’s no other word for them—are without 
doubt the most useful of all in my collection and I couldn't 
be without them. If I want a plan that doesn’t appear in 
any other publication | get my local photographic studio 
to ‘blow up’ one of the drawings in these to the scale | 
require and, although no accurate details of the under- 
carriages are given, at least the position and size of the 

wheels are shown. Each print costs about seven shillings. 
The Model Aeronautical Press Lid, of Clarendon Road, 
Watford, also provides some plans to both 1:72 and 1:48 
scales. Most of these are reprints from the ‘Aero Modeller’, 
but there are some additions apart from these and they are 
inexpensive. The Harleyford publications on Camouflage 
and Markings, Spitfire, Me 109, 1914-18 aircraft, and USAF 
and US Navy aircraft, are all very good and have photo- 
Continued on page 143 


NEWS FROM BPMS 


‘OLLOWING the last open meeting of the British Plastic 

Modeller’s Society at the ‘Porcupine’, where mem- 

bers and friends gathered to examine and comment on 

various members’ models that were on display, a similar 

open evening is to be held, at the same venue, on Friday, 
January 31, commencing at 7 p.m. 

Among the many Airfix products which were seen was 
a truly superb range of fighting vehicles of al] nationalities, 
which had been converted and produced by the Treasurcr 
of the BPMS, Roger Wainwright. His articles appearing 
in the Society’s “Newsheet’ are proving very popular, and 
the present series will be continued for as long as popu- 
larity demands. 

Other eye-catching efforts were an Airfix Mosquito, and 
a Spitfire Mk 14 from a basic Mk 9 kit. This had been 
carried out with the help of the recent articles by M. J. F. 
Bowyer in AIRFIX MAGAZINE, and it is perhaps not too 
surprising to note that a very small percentage of models 
on display were finished as the original kit. 

If you are a member or not, the society will be pleased 
to see your models at the next meeting, and also try to 
persuade you to join! You will be sure to see and learn 
something new in the way of ‘plasticism’, and members will 
enjoy the pleasure of your company. The ‘Porcupine’ is 
opposite Leicester Square Tube Station, and meetings are 
held in the assembly rooms above, so don’t forget—7 pm 
Friday, January 31, 1964. R.c.J. 
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OTH aircraft modellers and model railway enthusiasts 

can make useful additions to their collections with the 
introduction by Airfix of a new 1:72 scale kit of the Lock- 
heed Hudson 1 and an OO/HO gauge replica of the J%4 
Saddle Tank locomotive. 

The Hudson kit comes in a full-colour box, complete with 
well-illustrated assembly and painting instructions, a | 5-part 
transfer sheet, and a tube of cement. Priced at 4s 6d, it 
joins the Airfix Series 3 range of aircraft. Careful assembly 
of this 85-part kit produces a miniature with a variety of 
The world’s greatest value in construction kits moving parts. The main undercarriage wheels revolve and 
retract in realistic fashion. The ailerons and elevators move, 
while the propellers and gun-turret revolve and the twin 


.303 inch turret machine guns elevate. A miniature pilot, 
a ' gunner and navigator add further realism. 
a 7 The rivet and radial engine detail is pleasing, while the 
many clear plastic parts included in this kit combine to 


produce realistic cabin windows, cockpit canopy, astro- 
dome, gun turret and transparent nose cone. Radio masts 


and antennac fairly bristle from the front end and the 
‘dumpy’ litthke Hudson looks characteristically fierce! 
=o The Hudson was the first American aircraft to see service 


in the last war. It was. in fact, with Coastal Command before 
hostilities commenced. Two hundred had been ordered in 
1938 and, later, a further 600 or so were purchased, while 


i. a number on lend-lease brought the total up to 2,000, 
| | The Hudson 1 was developed to British specifications 
from the civil Lockheed Type 14 Super Electra. Originally 


destined to become navigational trainers, the RAF found 
them ideally suited to reconnaissance duties as a replace- 


| | ment for the aged Coastal Command Ansons. The aircraft 
modelled by Airfix represents one of No 205 Squadron's 
| | aircraft of Coastal Command. In this service the Hudsons 


had many successes, including leading the Royal Navy to 

the prison ship Altmark in February 1940. In May 1943, 
Below: The 85 parts of the Airfix Hudson kit assemble into a Hudson became the first aircraft to sink a U-boat with 
this 1:72 scale model, which has a wingspan of 11 in and rocket projectiles. 





is 7 5/16 in long. Above, right: Latest loco kit in the Powered by two 900 hp Wright Cyclones, the Hudson | 
Airfix range is this 0-6-0 Saddle Tank, which has 55 parts had a speed of about 250 mph and a range of 2,000 miles. 


and costs 3s. Its wingspan was 65 ft 6 in and lengt 


h 44 ft 4 in. (The 
tick erly j ‘ Mh ma ‘i. &, ace ; 
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Airfix 1:72 scale model has a wingspan of 11 in and is 
7 4/16 in long.) It carried four .303 inch machine guns, two 
in the turret and two fixed in the nose, and a bomb load 
of 1,400 pounds. Later models were suitably modified to 
carry much heavier armament (often including rockets) and 
development continued until production ceased in 1943. 


00/HO GAUGE SADDLE TANK 


RICED at 3s, the Airfix J94 Saddle Tank is now avail- 

able in the OO/HO gauge Series 2 range of rolling stock. 
A re-issue under the Airfix label of another of the former 
Kitmaster models, this kit is colourfully boxed, and the 
illustrated instructions give full assembly and painting details. 
Also included is a 14-piece transfer sheet which allows the 
completed model to depict any of four different prototypes. 
Many of the 55 parts in this kit are numbered. 

Like the Airfix Prairie Tank, careful assembly of the 
Saddle Tank kit allows the wheels and driving gear to rotate 
In a most realistic manner. Two different types of couplings 
are included in the kit. For a working model, the standard 
Airfix ‘buckeye’ couplings are fitted, while to produce a 
show-case miniature, scale-size, three-link couplings can 
be used. Many modellers will want to motorise their Airfix 
Saddle Tank locos. For those who do not wish to tackle 
this from scratch, a special Romford conversion kit is 
available from W and H Models Ltd. 

The interior of the Airfix Saddle Tank's cab is finely 
moulded, and such minute items as pressure gauges and 
piping are accurately reproduced. Brake and regulator 
handles, and also the gear lever are all there. Rivet detail, 
springs and brakes are also depicted. 

The J94 Class 0-6-0 Saddle Tanks were first introduced 
during the second World War. Designed by Mr R. A. 
Riddles, CBE, and built between 1944 and 1947, they 
entered service with the Port of London Authority and 
industrial concerns, while the War Department still owns 
several examples. Seventy-five of these locos were built. 
numbered 68006-68080, The Eastern region has 25, three 
are on the LM region, four work on the Cromford and 
High Peak Railway from Middleton Top, while the rest 
are on the NE region. Chief purpose of these locos is 
heavy shunting. The Saddle Tanks weigh 48 tons 5 cwt in 
working order and have a tractive effort of 23,870 pounds. 
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graphs and scale drawings which are first class for the model 
maker. 

The Imperial War Museum can supply photographs for a 
very small sum. Two shillings will give you a print of rather 
small proportions, but nevertheless of sufficient size to be of 
use in model making. There’s no catalogue list published 
but, failing a personal visit, you can always write to the 
Photographic Library detailing the type of reference you 
need, 

| must stress that the books and references listed are by 
no means the whole of my library. I have many more 
volumes from which I take occasional reference, and the 
model maker is bound to build up a store of his own. 
Reference material for the younger reader can be an expen- 
sive item, and it is often far cheaper to avoid all but a few 
of the many volumes on the market and rely on such 
magazines as ‘Air Pictorial’ and ‘Flying Review’, apart from 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE, of course. Over the years a very compre- 
hensive reference library from magazine cuttings can be 
built up and I, for one, value my collection of such in- 
valuable publications as the ‘Aeroplane Spotter’ which 
appeared during the war. 


CIVIL AVIATION IN SWEDEN 


COUNTRY I have always admired for many things is 

Sweden. Her military aviation strength and efficiency 
puts her in the top ten of the world’s air forces, and it is, 
therefore, not unnatural that a strong civil element exists as 
well. I am grateful to Lars Erik Lundin for sending me some 
more photographs of Swedish aircraft, which are reproduced 
on page 141. The Seibel 204D is a relic from war-time days, 
and as SE-KAG still flies in regular service. The aged Tiger 
also still does good service in all parts of the world, but, one 
of the nicest kept is this one, registered SE-CGI. The third 
picture is of TSA’s C-46 Commando, registered as SE-CFA. 
and having the unusual Transair-Congo markings on the 
side of the fuselage. Finally, there is an ‘in service’ picture 
of one of the Skyraiders which were refurbished as target 
tugs by Scottish Aviation earlier this year and now registered 
SE-EBB. 
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PANTHER KIT | vier resetoe 
CONVERSIONS 


A Jagd Panther and 
detailing Panther models 


VERWHELMING superiority of numbers in favour of 
Allied armoured forces towards the end of World War 2 
led the German Army to give very considerable priority to 
developing new anti-tank equipment. One result of this was the 
appearance, early in 1944, of the powerful long-barelled L/7! 
88 mm gun wedded to the Kw V chassis to produce the Sd Kfz 173 
self-propelled anti-tank gun, known more familiarly as the 
Jagd Panther. Mechanically similar to the Kw V, though its 
speed was governed down to 18 mph, the Jagd Panther was a 
potent weapon indeed, with a high velocity gun able to penetrate 
169 mm of 60 degree sloped armour at 1,000 yards, and a nice 
clean silhouette achieved by mounting the gun low in the hull. 
Construction of the Jagd Panther model from the basic 
Airfix Panther kit is exceptionally easy and the first step, in 
fact, is to make up the complete hull, following stages 1-13 
of the instruction sheet. Before cementing the hull top in 
position, however, cut away the front machine-gun mounting 
and conserve it for use at a later stage of construction. A word 
of warning here—it is well nigh impossible to slice off the 
mounting without reducing its size, so the best thing to do Isto 
cut round it, filing off the excess plastic afterwards. Disregard 
the hole that remains, since this is covered by the new super- 
structure which is now added to the original Panther hull. 


POINT TO REMEMBER 


Little needs to be said about this superstructure: full-size 
templates are given in diagrams A, B and C, these parts being 
simply cut from card or Plastikard and cemented over the 
Panther hull. Positions for hatches are marked on the templates, 
while the cupola comes from the kit, and is cemented on the 
left-hand side of the roof. It is worth remembering that the 
cupola cover opened by pivoting horizontally in an anti-clock- 
wise direction, so don’t make the mistake of fixing it open 
in a vertical plane. A plastic cocktail stick, fractionally thicker 
than the 75 mm barrel, is probably the handiest procurable 
item suitable for the 88 mm gun. Cut the muzzle brake from 
the Panther gun and cement it to the blunt end of the cocktail 
stick. Measure along 49 mm from the muzzle brake and make 
a nick to mark the gun’s overall length. Two turns of Sellotape, 
f in wide, adjoining this mark represent jacketing and six to 
eight turns, } in wide, represent the mantlet. The pointed end 
of the stick is then inserted through a hole previously drilled 
in the position indicated. 

In the actual vehicle the gun had a traverse of 13 degrees 








Drawings on the right show full-size templates for: (a) Jagd 

Panther front; (b) Jagd Panther side; and (c) Jagd Panther 

fop and rear. (d) is the hull modification for Panthers ‘A’ 

and ‘D’ (not to scale), and (e) is full-scale templates for rear 
stowage bins and barrel-lock. 
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either side, and a range of elevation from —8 degrees to 14 
degrees, so the barrel should be cemented somewhere within 
these limits. As can be seen from the prototype photograph, 
the embrasure was of a somewhat complicated shape, which 
can be quite well reproduced by semi-circular strips of Plastikard 
built up with plastic cement. The machine-gun mounting is 
positioned to the right of, and slightly below, the 88 mm gun 
as marked on the template. 

To afford some protection for the top run of the track, many 
Jagd Panthers carried ‘skirt’ armour in the form of mild steel 
plates, suspended from horizontal stringers attached to each 
side of the hull. Although they are completely optional, the 
model is much enhanced by the addition of these skirts. The 
stringers can be cut from thick Plastikard 77 mm long, tapering 
from 2 mm wide at the front to 1 mm wide at the rear—this 
compensates for the taper of the hull. Make the plates themselves 
either individually or by scoring two 77 mm 6 mm strips of 
card into five sections. Owing to their somewhat extemporary 
nature, skirt plates were dislodged very easily, so for a battle- 
worn appearance deliberately cement them into position on the 
skew, 

Dust-guards, universally fitted throughout the Kw V family 
but omitted from the Airfix kit, are most easily made from 
rectangles of paper, 10 mm*6 mm, bent to follow the curve 
of the track. Other small details are headlamps and tow-ropes, 
seen in position on the photographs. 


PANTHER VARIATIONS 


All three production versions of the Panther can be made up 
from the Airfix kit which, as bought, represents the later Model 
G. Illustrated is a conversion to the earliest version, the Model 
D, distinguished from later Panthers by the absence of a mounted 
hull machine-gun. Instead, the vehicle carried a portable 
machine-gun, fired by the wireless operator through a vertical 
gun-port in the hull front. To make a Model D, slice off the 
machine-gun mounting and cut a new false front to cement over 
the original hull front. Score a gun-port, 4mm ™ 1 mm, vertically 
in the machine-gun position, and a driver's vision port, 4 mm > 
4 mm, in line on the opposite side. 

Both the Model D and its successor in production, the Model 
A, require a modification to the hull sides (as shown in diagram 
D) to accommodate the narrow storage boxes with which these 
two versions were fitted. This is illustrated more clearly on 
the kit wrapper, which in fact portrays a Panther Model A. 
The work involved is quite extensive, since the chassis sides 
also have to be heightened. However, to obviate the necessity 
for any such modification, I suggest an easy way out—con- 
cealing the lower hull by skirt armour as described for the Jagd 
Panther. The only difference lies in the number of individual 
plates to be represented—five in the Jagd Panther but six in the 


Left-hand side of the Jagd Panther and rear view of the Panther showing stowage bins and turret escape hatch. 








Top: Jagd Panther and Panther ‘D'’ models made from the 
Airfix Panther kit. Above: A Jagd Panther displayed at the 
RAC Tank Museum, Bovington. Remains of the stringer 
to which skirt armour was attached can be clearly seen on 
the hull sides. The colour scheme for this particular vehicle 
in described in the text. 
Kw V. The Model A also had a vision flap for the driver and 
this should be scribed in-the plastic opposite the machine-gun 
mounting. 

Among other details common to all three Panther versions 
were triple smoke dischargers on each side of the turret: 
stowage racks on the hull sides; a turret escape hatch; and an 
optional AA machine-gun which, if fitted, traversed on a rail 
above the cupola. All these small fittings are visible in the photo- 
graphs. Diagram E also shows the optional rear stowage bins 
and the barrel-lock which was situated on the front deck, 
folding flat when not in use. 

Variations in colour scheme for both Jagd Panther and 
Panther models include plain blue-grey, sand, sand ‘mottled’ 
in brown (which is applied to the Jagd Panther at Bovington), 
sandy brown, or sandy brown and green. The latter finish can 
be achieved very realistically by applying the green paint in 
patches while the brown its still wet, so that the two colours 
run together with no distinct masking line. Sheet No 208 
(white) in the Letraset series is an excellent source of identifica- 
tion numbers for German tank models, the style being just 
about right. Careful painting in black or red to leave just a 
white border round the number is an additional refinement 
which greatly enhances the finished appearance. Alternative 
numbers for Panthers include 433 (Model D), 424 (Model A) 
and 114, 308 (Model G). 








MERICAN World War 2 aircraft are interesting additions 

to any model collection, especially so because of the ease 
with which they can be simply converted into a number of 
variants, or painted in a wide assortment of colours. Particu- 
larly is this true of the Boston and Liberator and the new 
Hudson kit (announced in this issue), all of which will be 
featured in future Profiles. 

In the Douglas Model 7B—a twin-engined attack bomber 
designed to replace the single-engined attack bombers of the 
US Army Air Corps—may be 
seen the Boston’s origin, and as 
Bostons were to exist with clear 
or solid noses so did the Douglas 
7B, as if to prove how much ahead 
of its time was the concept of the 
aircraft. The French Air Force, 
looking for a fast machine to 
replace its ageing equipment, 
placed an order for 100 Douglas 
7Bs in February 1939, but asked 
for various modifications to be 
incorporated. These were so 
extensive that Douglas redesigned 
the bomber, under the designa- 
tion DB-7—meaning Douglas 
Bomber 7. The first of these air- 
craft flew on August 17, 1939. 
The DB-7 had a deeper fuselage, 
in order that it might carry the 
specified bomb and fuel loads. 
Accommodating them meant a 
deeper, narrower fuselage which 
resulted in a blocked gangway between the pilot and the rear 
gunner, added to which the bomb aimer tn the nose was all but 
isolated. 

Although the silver prototype wearing French markings 
crashed early during its trials, the French had received 100 
Twin Wasp-engined DB-7s by the end of 1939. Introduction 
of these aircraft into service was slow, thus the bombers con- 
tributed little to the battles of 1940. Meanwhile, the French 
had placed more orders, for the DB-7A powered by Wright 
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The Boston—a 


concept ahead 
of its time 


Cyclones. On this version the engine nacelles aft of the wings 
were lengthened and the cowlings re-designed, following which 
the area of the fin and rudder was increased by way of com- 
pensation. 

When France fell, the undelivered French aircraft were taken 
over by Britain, also a Belgian order for DB-7s. Others arrived 
in the hands of escaping Free Frenchmen. Britain, therefore, 
inherited a motley collection of DB-7s, many of which differed 
in detail. The initial batch of 15 escapees, possibly off the 
Belgian contract, were DB-7s, 
and became known as Boston Is. 
They were powered by Pratt & 
Whitney Twin Wasp S3CGs and 
carried the serials AE458 to 472. A 
further batch, DK274-277, was to 
arrive in such poor state that the 
four were written off immedi- 
ately. But many other DB-/s 
found their way to Britain where 
they became Boston Is, including 
AX848, AX849 which arrived in 
July, AX850-851, AX910 to 918— 
all from French orders—and 
AX920-975, 

Some of these aircraft, eg 
AX910-918, were fitted with 
S3C4G Twin Wasps, and to 
distinguish these from the early 
versions they were re-designated 
Boston II, in keeping with the 
general British scheme of allocat- 
ing mark number changes when 
engine alterations were made. BB890-913, listed usually as 
Boston Is, were more truthfully Mk IIs, likewise many of the 
following: AW392-414, BD110-127, BJ458-477, BJ485-501, 
BK882-883, BL227-228, BT460-465, BV203 and DG554-555. 
This designation, applied to nearly all these, is mainly of 
academic interest since many were almost at once modified 
into Havoc Is for Fighter Command. On their arrival, the 
Boston Is and IIs were sprayed green and brown leaving only 
their undersurfaces silver. The latter were sprayed duck egg blue 
before the winter set in. 

A desperate need for night-fighters able to carry bulky AI 
radar led to the Boston Is and IIs nearly all serving as night- 
fighter or night-intruder aircraft, leaving few to serve in the 
intended bomber role. AE465 was one such exception, used for 
a short time at No 17 OTU in the Autumn of 1941. In addition, 
many of the DB-7As taken over from the French order were 
converted into fighters, leaving only 49 of the range AH431-529 
to serve as Bostons, and most of these were used for intruder 
work. 


ORDERS FROM USAAC AND BRITAIN 


The USAAC, visualising the design’s possibilities, had placed 
an order for 123 DB-7s or A-20As in July 1939. Britain ordered 
the Double Cyclone GR2600 DB-7B, or Boston III, similar 
to the DB-7A but for a revised fuel and hydraulic system, a 
fairing on either side of the nose covering the guns to increase 
internal space, and a straight oblique instead of stepped ending 
to the nose canopy. Boston III was also the designation of the 
DB-7As, such as AH455, AH457, AH480, etc, not converted 


Top: AL693, a Boston Ill, is the machine chosen as the 

subject of the Airfix kit, In this picture she has red code 

letters. Bottom: AE458, the first Boston I, seen here in the 

summer of 1940 at Boscombe Down. Note the pointed tail 
cone, short nacelles and stepped nose canopy. 
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into Havoc fighters. At least seven of these DB-7A Boston 
Ills were modified to carry searchlights as Turbinlite aircraft, a 
feature that will be dealt with in the next Profile. 

The first British order was for 150 aircraft, W8252-8401, and 
the second for a similar quantity, serial numbers 72155-2304, 
Delivery of these began in the middle of 1941, and during 
autumn of that year Boston IIIs began to replace the Blen- 
heim [Vs in No 2 Group of Bomber Command, No 88 Squadron 
based at Swanton Morley, and later Attlebridge, being the first 
to be fully equipped. No 226 Squadron also had Boston IIIs 
at Swanton Morley by the end of the year, and the start of 1942 
saw No 107 Squadron at Great Massingham likewise equipped. 

No 418 (RCAF) Squadron formed at Debden on November 
15, 1941, and was equipped with Bostons and Havoes for in- 
truder work. It carried out its first operation over Ghent on 
March 26, 1942. On April 15, 1942, the squadron moved to 
Bradwell Bay, and throughout the year delivered night attacks 
on Continental targets. On March 15, 1943, it was transferred 
to Ford, there soon to equip with Mosquitos. For most of the 
time 418 had used Boston IIIs with an all-black very matt finish 
and with red codes and serials. The squadron letters *TH’ 
appeared forward of the fuselage roundels and the individual 
letter on the nose. TH-Z:Z2226 was painted in these colours, 
also TH-O;W8268, and TH-F:Z2220 which I recorded flying 
incredibly low on March 13, 1943, 

All of these wore the narrow band roundels, and had the 
usual transparent noses, unlike “TH-R’, a Havoc II. Pattern for 
these intruders was W8290, for she had four 20 mm cannon in a 
ventral tray and was the prototype conversion of about three 
dozen aircraft, eg #2155, #2165, painted all black. Some of these 
were used by No 605 Squadron reformed at Ford in June 1942 
and subsequently based at Debden and Castle Camps, where 
Mosquitos took over in February 1943. Not all of 418’s aircraft 
had the cannon tray, however, and it was not fitted to the air- 
craft mentioned above. 


DIVERTED TO RUSSIA 


During 1942, aircraft from the next batches, AL263-502 and 
AL668-907, corresponding to the American A-20C and, in the 
case of the second batch, being built by Boeing, began to arrive 
in Britain. From these batches 151 Bostons were diverted to the 
USSR, 112 out of the scheduled 117 due to arrive between 
January and March being delivered to Russia where, for a while, 
they retained their green-brown-sky camouflage, but wore red 
stars. 

On February 12, 1942, the first operation by Bomber Com- 
mand Bostons was flown, against shipping. On March 8&8 six 
Bostons bombed the Matford works at Poissy, this being their 
first raid on enemy territory while in 2 Group hands. The 
Bostons flew at very low levels to deliver their attacks, and 
usually operated in close formations of 3, 6 or 12. Throughout 
1942 they raided targets in France, Belgium and Holland, 
usually closely escorted and covered by fighters ready to do 
battle with any enemy fighters roused by the bombers. 

The most famous attack in which they participated was the 
low-level raid on the Philips works at Eindhoven on December 
6, 1942, where they were led by the 12 Bostons of 88 Sqn. Such 
attacks were frequently costly and on this occasion 107 Sqn lost 
three out of 12 Bostons. 

Bostons were busily engaged during the Commando raid on 
Dieppe on August 19, 1942, when 88 Squadron alone made 32 
sorties. They laid smoke to cover the assault, and made close 
support bombing raid practices, which had been a spectacular 
sight for spotters in East Anglia. These duties were similar to 
those to be performed on D-Day, by which time No 342, a Free 
French Squadron, was taking part too. This unit had reformed at 
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Key to drawings: (1) Nose and engine shape of the Boston 

I; (2) Nose and engine shape of the Boston I; (3) Nose and 

engine shape of the Boston LIA; (4) Nose and engine shape 
of the Boston IV. 


Sculthorpe in January 1943 and had moved to Hartford Bridge 
Flats—the Blackbushe of later years—to operate as part of 
No 137 Wing, in July 1943, No 88 Squadron joined this French 
unit on August 19, 1943, arriving from Swanton Morley, to 
where it had returned in Apri] 1943 to receive Boston IILAs. 
These machines had different electrical systems, exhaust stubs in 
place of the long flame damping stacks or large outlets and a 
longer intake above the cowling incorporating a tropical filter, 
BZ196-352, BZ355-378 and BZ381-399, those in question, were 
supplied to Britain under Lend-Lease agreements and as such 
were drawn from USAAF contracts. For this reason they had 
dark green upper and dark grey lower surfaces like the RAF’s 
Mitchells, with the green varying from the standard British tone 
to the slightly copper tinged American olive drab. Crews for the 
Bostons were now being trained at No 13 OTU whose grey and 
green aircraft with red codes included BZ251:KD-L and 

B#397:KD-T. 
No 226 Sqn received Mitchells in 1943, thus 88 and 342 
Continued on next page 
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operated Bostons longer than the other squadrons for 107 
received Mosquitos at Lasham in March 1944, where its 
Bostons had arrived the previous month. In November 1943 
Nos 88 and 342 Squadrons were attacking Noball targets and 
workings associated in the Pas de Calais and the Cherbourg 
Peninsular regularly until March 1944, but aroused surpris- 
ingly little opposition. Thereafter the operations of 88 Sqn were 
typical of the two remaining units. At the end of May night- 
flying training for D-Day operations began, after intensive 
assaults on railway marshalling yards and bridges. At 02.30 
hours on June 6 the squadron crews were briefed for their vital 
role, smoke laying to cover the landing craft from the Le Havre 
guns. The smoke canisters were internally carried and four 
prong-like tubes projected under the rear gunner cockpit. Later 
in June, 88 resumed a tactical bombing role over Normandy. 

Towards the end of August 1944 No 88 Squadron received 
Boston IVs. These were A-20Js, Bostons fitted with a two-gun 
Martin dorsal turret and a frameless transparent nose, of which 
the RAF received 169, BZ400-568. They were ultimately 
followed by 90 A-20Ks, BZ580-669, known as Boston Vs and 
fitted with R-2600-29 engines and a revised pilot’s cockpit. 
Being Lend-Lease aircraft, these, too, had the grey-green finish, 
red codes and black serials. B7429 became “RH-J’ and had 
black and white AEAF stripes painted around her fuselage. The 
French aircraft carried Free French markings on their noses and 
French rudder stripes. 


SPECIAL MISSIONS 


Operations continued, with attacks on the Seine crossing 
points and barges, and were followed by raids on strong points 
ahead of the 21st Army. Two special missions in September 
1944 were a diversion raid on barracks at Ede during the Arnhem 
landings, and an attack on enemy positions in support of the Ist 
Airborne Army. 

On October 17 the squadron returned to France where in 
1940 it had been decimated. Its new base was Vitry-en-Artois. 
Tactical operations continued and during the latter part of von 
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Top: AX910, technically a Boston HI, prior to conversion 

to a Havoc I. Bottom: BZ580, the first Boston V. Her nose 

contour resembles that of the Mk IV from which she 
differs only in detail. 


Rundstedt’s offensive in the Ardennes 88 Sqn assisted in attacks 
on communications behind the enemy thrust, and the Boston 
IVs made many attacks on St Vith. Later in January Dunkirk, 
where a small enemy force was holding out, received attention. 
During the massive onslaught of the Rhine Crossing, 88's 
targets lay in Emmerich and Wessel. On March 31 the last 
operational sorties were flown by the Bostons. 

As previously mentioned, the Boston IITs used on the day raids 
in 1942 had a dark green-dark earth-sky finish with sky codes, as 
carried by Z2286:O0M-P of 107 Sqn and 22296:RH-G of 88 
Sqn. Squadron letters were placed ahead of the fuselage roundels, 
individual letters on the sides of the nose. Precise camouflage 
patterning varied amongst aircraft, but basically the same 
scheme was applied. In the summer of 1942 code letter colour 
was changed to red, appearing thus on W8287:MQ-F of 226 
Sqn in September 1942 and on AL290:OM-R thus recorded on 
September 11, 1942. AL693:RH-U, the subject of the Airfix 
model, also had red codes. Mk IILAs with the green-grey finish 
included BZ377:RH-F of 88 Sqn, BZ372:OM-F in use in 
September 1943 and BZ336:OA-T of 342 Sqn. Mk IVs similarly 
coloured included BZ448-RH-W with rear fuselage AEAF 
stripes and B7457:OA-L. 

Bostons played an important role with the Desert Air Force. 
A few had been previously used by No 39 Sqn, but it was mainly 
with Nos 12 and 24 South African Air Force Squadrons that 
the aircraft served, although for a short time 14 Squadron had 
them. In the desert the aircraft like Z2218 wore the usual two- 
tone fawn camouflage and had blue undersurfaces. Code letters 
were usually red, although there were cases where black or blue 
was used. The individual letters at first appeared ahead of the 
roundel: no squadron letters were carried. Later the letter 
appeared on the fin tip. By July 1943, Boston IITs were also in 
the hands of 18 Squadron (eg AL295:D) and 114 Sqn (eg 
72284, AL290). 18 Squadron also operated many A-20s bearing 
US serials. One such was 233229:A. 

Next month's Profile will look at the Bostons and Havocs 
used by Fighter Command for night fighting and intruder 
operations. M, J. F. Bowyer, 


AUSTER APPENDIX 





To clear any misunderstanding concerning the Auster II 
referred to in the December Profile, we are including this 
diagram from M. J, F. Bowyer, based on an original 
supplied by Beagle Aircraft Lid. It shows more clearly the 
cockpit canopy shape and extent. On MZ2A9, the model 
subject, part of the canopy had been overprinted, but this 
was an exceptional point and Mr Bowyer therefore feels 
that any erroneous impression created will be cleared up 
by this illustration. A canopy of this shape was fitted to at 
least one Taylorcraft Plus D., 
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Swelling the ranks 
TACKLE MopeL SoL_piers THis Way, by Donald F. Feather- 
stone. Published by Stanley Paul and Co Ltd, 178 Gt 

Portland St, London, W1. Price 12s 6d. 

TYESPITE the popularity of model soldiers, the available 

literature on the subject is relatively scarce, those books 
hitherto published appealing mainly to connoisseurs. Donald 
Featherstone’s new book, which is virtually a ‘primer’ on 
model soldiering, is therefore a most useful addition to the 
list, since it is intended specifically for newcomers. 

Every facet of ‘table top’ soldiering is covered—some 
aspects albeit rather briefly—but special mention must be 
made of the excellent chapters dealing with the casting and 
painting of figures, which alone make the book extremely 
worthwhile. Also included are chapters on military equip- 
ment, starting a collection, figure conversion, War games and 
dioramas, while the American collector Newell Chamberlain 
has contributed a concise and scholarly historical introduc- 
tion. Of particular value are appendices listing pretty well 
every existing source of commercially-made models, ranging 
from high-priced collectors’ items down to 2s Airfix kits. 

One’s first reaction after reading Mr Featherstone’s book 
is to go out and buy a model soldier. There could be no 
more effective ‘recruiting campaign’ than this! 


A ‘must’ for modellers 


MARKINGS AND CAMOUFLAGE SYSTEMS OF LUFTWAFFE 
AIRCRAFT IN WORLD War 2, by Karl Reis, jr. Published 
by Verlag Dieter Hoffman, of Mainzer Strasse, Postfach 8, 
Finthen b, Mainz. 

= book by Karl Reis ts the first to appear devoted 

entirely to Luftwaffe markings in World War 2. There 
are 77 pages of colour illustrations of Luftwaffe unit crests, 

Gruppe and Staffel, and individual markings representing 

the finest coverage yet of a topic which has evoked much 

interest. A loose sheet reproduces the tones of the paint- 
work which adorned Luftwaffe aircraft between 1933 and 

1945. This is a reliable guide on a thorny subject, although 

Nr 71] and 73 have their titles somehow reversed. The tones 

of the interesting full-page diagrams of complete aircraft do 

not always match up with the specified colours on the chart. 
but this was a frequent occurrence on Allied and German 
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aircraft in the war years. The colourful Me 109s will delight 
many model makers, and there are plenty of colour charts 
of 110s ideal for the modeller’s purposes. Positioning of unit 
crests is precisely given as a concluding feature. 

A 19-page preface to this colourful feast discusses in 
detail the changes in markings, and colouring on all types 
of aircraft, and terminates with a list of Geschwader codes 
used from 1939. In recent years interest in the Luftwaffe 
of WW? has increased enormously, and with it a need for a 
reliable guide to German wartime markings. Here at last 
is just this, a collector's piece and a must for all model 
makers. A British translation is available from the pub- 
lishers. Payment can easily be arranged, through a bank or 
from a main post office. 


Two views on railways 


DouBLe HEADED, by Gilbert Thomas and David St John Thomas. 
Published by David and Charles (Publishers) Ltd, 39 Strand, 
Dawlish, Devon, and distributed by MacDonald and Coa 
(Publishers) Lid, Gulf House, 2 Portman St, London, W1, 
Price 25s. 

HIS is a delightful little book of considerable appeal. The 
joint authors, Gilbert Thomas and his son David St John 

Thomas, are both professional writers and they unashamedly 

air their own individual views and brands of enthusiasm. 
The contrast between the two generations is most marked. 

The father colours most of his writings with memories and 
observations made at a time when railways were the prime 
mover, and their place was accepted without question. His son, 
like all railway enthusiasts today, has also to contend with the 
economic arguments for branch line closures and the threatened 
break-up of the railway system. 


Up-to-date edition 
Mopet RAILWAYS HANDBOOK, 
Percival Marshall and Co Ltd, 
Price 3s 6. 
HE latest edition of this book, compiled by the staff of 
‘Model Railway News’, differs little from the previous 
edition. A useful article on station valancing replaces the chapter 
on commercial tracks and interchangeability in the 6th edition, 
but apart from this and a thorough revision of the list of trade 
items the standard features—methods of electrification, scales 
and gauges, standard dimensions, layout planning, Alex 
Jackson coupling—appear to be unchanged. This is a thor- 
oughly useful book for the railway modeller; a must to anyone 
not familiar with past issues and, to owners of earlier editions, 
no doubt necessary to replace copies well worn by reference. 


7tH Epirion, published by 
19-20 Noel St, London, W1. 


Railway variety 
THE RAILWAY-LOVER’s COMPANION, edited by Bryan Morgan. 
Published by Eyre and Spottiswoode (Publishers) Ltd, 22 
Henrietta St, Strand, London, WC2. Price 30s, 
WONDERFUL selection of the railway writings of over 
70 authors make up this book. They range from Lewis 
Carroll at one extreme to “The Times’ at the other, and include 
such well-known railway writers as O. S. Nock, Cecil J. Allen, 
C. Hamilton Ellis and L. T. C. Rolt. In his introduction, the 
author explains that his aim was to commemorate the drama 
and achievement as well as some of the trivia of the railway age, 
and he has obviously planned his selection of extracts with great 
care. They have been grouped within ten well-defined parts, 
each dealing with a particular aspect of railways or a style of 
writing. Over 90 separate extracts are included, not counting the 
section of railway verse, and many of the 550 pages bear small 
reproductions of drawings and old prints. 
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Motorising the 
Airfix Ford Zodiac 


JITH the growing popularity of 
touring car events on full-size 
racing circuits, we should keep up-to- 
date with this form of racing on our 
miniature tracks. One of the latest 
Airfix kits is the Ford “odiac, which 
can very readily be motorised for in- 
clusion in a slot-racing ‘stable’. In 
addition to the kit, you will need an 
electric motor, front and rear axles, 
four front tyres, and a set of braids 
all of which are obtainable as 
normal spares for the Airfix GP 
cars. 

Starting with the chassis from the 
kit, remove the plastic as shown in 
sketch ‘A’: this is to allow room for 
the front axle assembly to be mounted. 
Next, two strips of plastic or Plasti- 
kard are prepared, as in sketch ‘B’. 
These are drilled to take the round 
lugs on the axle unit allowing it to 
pivot. The rear piece also has two 
slots cut for the pick-up braids which 
will be fitted later. The lower edges 
of these strips are filed to locate the 
stub axles at the right height. The 
drawing of the front suspension in the 
kit instructions will give you a guide 
for this. 


Check for ‘rock’ 


When the correct position has been 
achieved, the strips can be cemented 
to the chassis, the rear piece first, 
slipping the axle lugs into the holes 
before cementing the front mount- 
ing. When finally fixed, the axle 
assembly should have the same 
amount of ‘rock’ as there is on the 
Airfix GP car. 

Before proceeding with the rear 
axle, the chassis must be cut away 
to accommodate the motor, This will 
also mean cutting away some of the 
rear seat, but this can be done later. 
The cross-shaded part on sketch ‘C’ 
shows what has to be removed. The 
measurements given are __ slightly 
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under-size and will need filing for the 
final fitting of the motor cradle. 

There are various ways of pro- 
ducing a rear axle for this conversion, 
but the way I chose was to incorporate 
the ‘springs’ from the kit, suitably 
reinforced. The advantage of this 1s 
that the dummy springs give you the 
correct position of the axle straight 
away. You will find that after re- 
moving the wheels the standard GP 
axle is not long enough, This must 
therefore be replaced with a piece of 
rod, the same diameter (about 3/32 
inch, or slightly thicker) and 14 inch 
long. 

Remove the crown wheel] from the 
standard GP axle (the spindle will tap 
through) and mount on the longer 
axle. A series of punch marks round 
the shaft 11/16 inch from one end 
will provide a key. The tips of the 
gear teeth will be ¢ inch from the 
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end when mounted. Next cut two 
reinforcing pieces from Plastikard or 
scrap plastic, as shown in sketch ‘D’. 
Slip these on to the axle, one each 
side, then the dummy springs. There 
is only one way round for these 
springs—so look closely, the tiny 
locating pip goes to the front, The 
crown wheel is nearer the right-hand 
spring when the chassis is upside 
down. The axle will project a quarter 
of an inch beyond the springs for the 
wheels. Another series of punch 
marks around these extensions will 
give a key. 

You will find that the wheels in the 
kit have different size centre holes; 
the two with the smaller holes are the 
rear wheels. Tap these on to the axle 
until the ends are flush with the inner 
faces of the wheels; this will give you 
a smal] amount of lateral play when 
complete. Before cementing this 
assembly to the chassis, paint the 
wheels silver, and fit the tyres. The 
GP car’s front tyres are used on all 
four wheels. 


Use GP axle 


Reverting to the front end, cement 
the metal boss from the standard GP 
front wheel into each of the front 
wheels from the kit—the wheels with 
the larger holes, in fact they are 
slightly too large—hence the cement. 
Check that the boss is quite central 
before the cement dries. When 
painted, dry, and the tyres fitted, 
they can be attached to the front 
axle unit by the normal screw. 

In all conversions the rule to 
observe in mounting the motor is 
to ensure that the armature shaft is 
in the same plane as the axle it is to 
drive, and at 90 degrees to its axis. 
One way of installing the motor in 
the Zodiac is to make a cradle of 
Plastikard as shown in sketch ‘E’. The 
aperture in the base of this cradle 
is to clear the armature, which is 
slightly proud of the motor sides, and 
it also provides ventilation. You will 
notice that this unit comprises five 
pieces—bottom, two sides, back 
(which prevents the motor moving 
rearwards) and top, The back piece is 
made to register with the small lugs 
on the motor. Cement sides and back, 
as in ‘E’, and when quite set—allow 
time for this—place the motor in 
the cradle with the pegs for the pick- 
up braids at the top and facing 
forward, that is to the front of the 
car. The top piece is then slipped in 
between the sides, and a 10 BA bolt 
and nut is used to hold it in place. 
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The bolt goes through the two holes 
in the sides. 

The whole unit can now be mounted 
on the chassis, by slipping it through 
the opening already cut. Line up the 
sprocket with the crown wheel. Sup- 
port the unit from underneath and 
run cement along the sides where 
they pass through the chassis. In- 
cidentally, a small piece of wood or 
plate glass, big enough for the car 
to the cradle sides, and then cement 
a surface for the bits and pieces to be 
lined up square, Further support for 
the motor unit will be given by the 
back seat when cemented in place. 
Also, it is worthwhile sticking small 
pieces of plastic in the angle between 
the cradle sides and the underside of 
the chassis. 


Beware stiffness 

If you have everything right, you 
should be able to rotate the motor 
armature quite easily by turning the 
rear wheels. Any stiffness will suggest 
that you have not applied the rule 
previously mentioned, The rear seat 
(part No 42) can now be cut away to 
clear the motor unit, Do this care- 
fully, so that the cut edges fit closely 
to the cradle sides, and then cement 
in place. A pair of standard Airfix 
braids are now fitted. These are bent 
down in front of the motor to pass 
under the chassis to the two slots cut 
when the front axle was assembled 
(see sketch ‘B’). After threading these 
January, 1964 





through, bend the braids down to 
contact the track. 

The completion of the chassis can 
now be carried out as per the kit 
instructions—numbers 12, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, and 21 referring. You will 
possibly have already realised that it 
is easier to paint the various items 
before assembly. The rear hub caps 
can also be cemented to the wheels. 
The front caps will need holes in 
them to clear the head of the fixing 
screw, and they can then be glued to 
the wheels. 

The body can now be put together, 
following instruction numbers 13, 14, 
and 23-29. Now put the whole car to 
one side for the cement to harden. 

The final job is the fitting of the 
body to the chassis so that it Is 
detachable. Actually, with the kit that 
[ have used, a small amount of filing 
at the rear of the chassis and it clipped 
into the body quite satisfactorily. It is 
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held in position by the small lugs 
inside the body and the curvature of 
the sides, 
If you find in your case that this 
is not successful, then a simple 
method of fixing is as_ follows. 
Cement two small pieces of plastic 
inside part No 44—thick enough to 
locate the front of the chassis when 
this is slipped into the body. Cement 
a piece of Plastikard } inch by ¢ inch 
on the flat between the rear edge of the 
chassis and the petro] tank. When 
this is in position it will register on 
the inside with the back number 
plate on part No 31. Two small holes 
through the number plate, and Plasti- 
kard and a U-shaped piece of wire 
will retain the chassis in the body. 
Do not rush things, and always give 
the paint and the cement time to 
dry. My conversion was spread over a 
week. In the next article I will tackle 
the Jaguar ‘E’ type. 





All drawings on these two pages are 
keyed and referred to in the text. 
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The standard Airfix Prairie Tank loco. The kit comprises 65 parts and costs 4s 6d. 
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the Airft 


OR the plastic modeller, the modified Kitmaster loco kits 
now being reissued under the Airfix label are a temptation 
and a challenge. It is, of course, wonderful that anyone capable 
of gluing a kit together can now produce a scale model loco with 
very little outlay in either time or money. But few of us will be 
content to have all these plastic models non-working, and we 
must look around for ways and means of motorising them so 
that they can be used fully on our layouts. At the beginning, 
however, we must realise that producing a working model 
loco is a very different kettle of fish from assembling a plastic 
kit, and we must work to certain standards if the whole project 
is to be successful. But these standards are not impossibly 
high, so don’t despair. 

When Kitmaster brought out the Prairie Tank kit some years 
ago, | wrote in another magazine on various ways of motorising 
it, but for those of you who are either new to this type of con- 
version or who did not see the earlier articles, | will summarise 
briefly the ways it can be done. Firstly, there are the conversion 
kits which use a number of the plastic chassis parts and substi- 
tute metal bearings and wheels to produce a workmanlike job. 
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Prairie Tank 


Secondly, there is the possibility of using readily available com- 
mercial chassis from either Tri-ang or Hornby-Dublo, and 
modifying them to fit this particular loco. Lastly (and this is in 
some ways the most satisfying) you can build your own metal 
chassis either from scratch or from parts and use the beautifully 
detailed plastic body from the kit. Details of chassis parts 
available will be dealt with later in the article. 


MOTORISATION KITS 


W & H (Models) Ltd produce a kit of parts to motorise the 
Prairie. Very briefly, this consists of die-cast wheels, axles, 
insulating strips, coupling rods, frame bushes and collectors, 
with complete instructions as to how to carry out the conversion. 
The method of insulating the wheels on one side calls for some 
care, as the insulating material is a strip of fibre which has to be 
curled round the axle, and then the axle and its insulation has to 
be forced into the wheel. Do not forget that the second wheel has 
to be ‘quartered’ correctly at the same time as it is forced on to 


Continued on page 157 
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Phone: PAL 4258/1323 7 a tl a. 6 ee aaa 
Fea: Seush eles ibe | & 5 THE BROADWAY, LONDON, N.14 9—6 Sat., E.C. Thurs. 


BUILD THIS FABULOUS 
CHURCH WITH CHIMES! 


This is the kit of the year. A beautiful design taken from 





typical British country churches. Easy to construct, very 
robust and supplied with a “wind up’ chime which is 


a true replica of the country church bells. 





OO/HO scale but you do not need a | post 
roadway or railway. Build one for the = tree 





delighted. EXPORT PRICE 20/6 
SEND 2’6 "<2 gt MODEL 
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FOR THIS 100 page CATALOGUE = | S252 CATALOGUE 
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This new model railway catalogue with Racing Car sup- ct 
we CRED ERTEM 
plement is full of information for all modellers. Prices, | prises ne 


pictures and diagrams to help you 
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sent post free in UK and to service stations 
overseas. Postage on small orders 2/6. 
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“BUILD A 


SPACE-AGE 


RAILWAY" 


Send 1/6 for this interesting booklet which tells how 
you can get a “quart into a pint pot” or a 6’ x 4 layout 


ontoa4 x2’ 8” baseboard by changing to TRI-ANG TT. 


TRI-ANG TT is the railway of the future—the railway 
for the “space age’—the railway for houses and flats 


which are too small for a large OO railway. We stock 
everything for TRI-ANG TT. 


ICHANGE TO TRI-ANG TT NOW! 


= —- -—- - Se rer err errrenr ‘al ANG RAILWAYS TRACK WORK 
62/7 § 


aa ROADWAYS TRACKWORK | 
| 50/3 


EXTENSION BOARD \ % x 2 ft. 8in. BEATIBOARDS, each 
i 22/6 


Se 


lo. -amp. POWER UNIT for trains and 


| cars ae. 66/- 


| COMPLETE LAYOUT with one BEATI-_ 
a ee SS BOARD €12 (carriage paid in England 


| THIS EXTENDABLE LAYOUT IS EQUAL TO A 6 ft. x 4 ft. LAYOUT and Wales, 10/- extra to Scotland). 


IN OO EXTENDING TO I2 ft. x 4 ft. 
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BEATIBOARD 
FOR THE BEST 
B 





SEBOARDS 


Beatiboard is a special material made only for us. It has no equal for baseboards for 
railways or racing car circuits. It is light and strong. It does not twist or warp and it 
requires no framing. Refuse imitations and avoid disappointment. 





4 ft.x2 ft. 16/- 4 ft.x2 ft. 8 in. 22/6 
6 ft.x 4 ft. 48/- 8 ft. x 4 ft. 64 /- 


Carriage in England 10/-. 
TRESTLES—3 ft. 6 in. x 2 ft. 6 in. high 22/6 each 
Carriage 5/- each. 


* TABLE TOP FOR TRAINS, ETC. 


THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR BEATIBOARD 


Anyone can’ make realistic scener with 
BEATIPLAST BEATIPLAST, sticky paint and our suthgate 
18 in. x 18 in. sheets /é Colourings (6d. and |/6 bag). There is no mess 
9 ft. x3 in. rolls / and you require no artistic skill. Get our Guide 

8 rolls post free. and start scenic modelling now. 


GUIDE TO SCENIC MODELLING | | | =~ 
by S. N. BEATTIE 1/6 post free SPECIAL OFFER LICHEN (green) ~ bees 10/- 
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“Pre 
Beattie Express’ 


WINTER EDITION-—1/- post free 


This special edition will be published about January Ist. It contains all the latest news 
about Railways, Racing Cars and ancillary buildings, etc. 


CONTENTS: 


NEW MODEL-LAND BUILDINGS 

LATEST TRI-ANG CATALOGUES 

NEW MINIC ROADWAY BUILDINGS 
AIRFIX RACING ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE 
FALLER AUTO SPORT KITS 

LATEST ABOUT TRIX TRAINS 

BUILDING TRACK WITH FLEXYSLOT 
LATEST FROM SCALEXTRIC 

FORMOWAY 36” RADIUS POINTS, ETC. 
PRICE [CHANGES FOR 1964 


THE GREAT EXCHANGE 


Our new Exchange brochure, price 6d. post free, tells you how you can exchange what 
you do not want for new goods, provided your surplus is reasonably modern and in good 
condition. Send for this brochure before you decide to change anything. 


2 
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Plastic modelling— Continued 


the axle. T find it best to use an adhesive in this wheel fixing 
process. To help you over this particular hurdle, Hamblings 
(of 10 Cecil Court, Charing Cross Road, London, WC2) sell a 
wheel press tool, and while the initial cost of this tool may seem 
high for one conversion, it can of course be used over and over 
again, each time you build or convert a loco. 

However, should this wheel fitting and quartering daunt you 
too much, I have arranged with W & H (Models) Ltd to 
exchange the wheels in the conversion kit for the more usual 
Romford driving wheels and axles with squared ends, so that 
fitting and quartering the wheels is a simple screwdriver assembly 
job. Should you wish to take advantage of this service, write 
direct to W & H (Models) Ltd enclosing your name and 
address, the metal wheels and axles and the insulating slips 
from the kit, together with a postal order for 8s 9d (plus postage) 
and in return you will receive a full set of Romford driving 
wheels (three insulated and three plain) and three axles and nuts. 
With any of these chassis-building projects, you cannot avoid 
soldering, and it is as well to realise this before undertaking 
the work. With this particular conversion, the coupling rods 
have to be retained by soldered wire rings and connecting the 
pick-ups will also need a soldering iron. 


USING PROPRIETARY CHASSIS 


It is possible to use the chassis from the Tri-ang 2-6-2 Tank or 
from the Hornby-Dublo ‘Duchess’, removing the valve gear. 
These chassis can be obtained from a number of firms and are 
probably the answer for anyone who feels he is not really up 
to either conversion or full chassis construction. In both in- 
stances, it 1s best to buy the chassis first and then to modify 
the body to fit. A certain amount of cutting away of the body 
weights is necessary and the cylinders, crossheads and connect- 
ing rods from the Airfix kit should be used. It is altogether too 
big a subject to go into fully in an article of this length, but the 
method to use will more or less suggest itself to you if you study 
the chassis in relation to the body. 


HOME-MADE CHASSIS 


The construction of chassis for model locos is a subject 
which could well fill two or three of these articles completely, 
but perhaps there are some hints and tips which I can give 
briefly. The chief difficulty lies in getting the axle holes in the 
sideframes drilled perfectly vertically and in the correct plane. 
Great care must be taken in marking out and in drilling, if this 
has to be done by hand without a bench drill. It is as well to get 
a second person to ‘sight’ you as you do the drilling, to make 
sure that you do not wander from the true vertical. 

It may sound odd, but it is best to drill the coupling rods first 





From top to bottom: The EAMES frame jig. Basic chassis 
construction—frames and plate spacers are 1/16 in’ thick. 
Connecting rod bushed with brass tube. 


and then to use them as a jig for drilling the axle holes in the 
main frames. Start with the coupling rods, which can be made 
from nickel silver bullhead rail; two lengths should be soldered 
together and drilled as one. The frame blanks should also be 
soldered together, and the coupling rods clamped to them, and 
pilot holes for the axles drilled with the same size drill as was 
used on the coupling rods. The coupling rods can now be 
unclamped and the axle holes opened out to } inch. 

The frames are assembled with spacers, which can be 4, inch 
brass strip soldered between the side frames, or you can buy 
ready-made spacers from some firms—these are usually tapped 
S$ BA and come complete with countersunk screws. If you 
use ready-made ones, you should drill holes for the fixing 
screws (clearance 8 BA) before separating the main frames. 

Ready drilled main frames are available from EAMES of 
Reading, who will also supply (to special order, and at extra cost, 
of course) made-up frames for you. They also sell an excellent 


Continued on page 161 


Phe Airfix Prairie Tank locomotive motorised using EAMES frames and Romford driving wheels. It is photographed on 
the level crossing described last month. 
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Europe and the biggest to sail under the British flag. 








by A. J. Day 











EADERS of AtrFix MAGAZINE will 

all now be aware that the Cunard 
Steam-Ship Co Limited, has announced 
its intention to go ahead with the 
building of a new Transatlantic express 
passenger liner, for whenever the ‘Q4 ts 
mentioned it becomes national news. 
However, little has been said about the 
basic characteristics of the proposed 
vessel, apart from in the technical 
Press, and | feel that modellers might 
welcome some additional information. 
As specifications are not to be sent 
out until the late summer, it 1s obviously 


NOTES 


too early yet for Cunard to go into great 
detail about the vessel, but in broad 
terms the following are likely to be her 
basic characteristics: length oa, about 
960 ft.: beam, 104 ft; draught, about 
31 ft; machinery, twin-screw steam 
turbines; passengers, about 2,000; crew, 
about 1,000; gross tonnage, about 
58,000; and service speed, 284 knots. 
She will be fitted with stabilisers and 
will be fully air-conditioned. These basic 
characteristics are those necessary to 
enable the new liner to maintain the 
weekly express service between South- 


ampton and New York virtually inde- 
pendent of the tides, ie, she will be fully 
capable of maintaining a_ five-day 
Transatlantic crossing. 

In addition, however, the new ship 
will be equipped to undertake cruising 
operations. She will have a lido deck 
complete with an outdoor heated 
swimming pool, deck buffets, and will 
be equipped with cruise launches. 
Furthermore, her operating draught 
will also enable her to enter a wide 
range of ports and she will be able to 
transit the Panama Canal. Her fuel 
consumption will be about half that of 
a ‘Queen’ and physical operations, such 
as the handling of baggage, cars, mails, 
stores and bunkering operations, will 
be much simpler and less expensive than 
hitherto. It is estimated that the total 
cost of the new ship will be about 
22m, and that work will begin on her 
at the end of 1964. Delivery is expected 
by the end of 1967. 


New Cunard cargo liners 


WO of the four new Cunard cargo 

liners, the Media and the Parthia, 
have entered service on the company’s 
Liverpool/New York service. The third, 
the Saxonia, is scheduled to enter 
service in February and the fourth, the 
Ivernia, is to be launched this month 
(January) and should sail on her maiden 
voyage in April. Builders of the Media 
and Saxenia are John Readhead and 
Sons Limited, South Shields, Con- 
struction of the Parthia and Ivernia was 
entrusted to the Caledon Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Co Limited, Dundee. 
The four ships each have a deadweight 
tonnage of 7,300 and are 400 ft in length, 
with a total bale cargo capacity of 
407,000 cu ft, including 21,000 cu ft of 
refrigerated space. The main propelling 


The largest tanker yet launched on the Clyde, the BRITISH MARINER (71,018 tons dw) built by John Brown and Co (Clyde- 
hank), Limited, for the BP Tanker Co Limited, London. 
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The MEDIA (7,300 tons dw) first of four new Cunard cargo liners ordered for 


machinery is a Sulzer marine diesel 
giving a service speed of 17 knots. 

One of the principal features of the 
new ships is the large, square holds 
with specially-strengthened decks to 
allow fork-lift trucks to operate freely 
on board, making for speed and ease 
in cargo handling. With a view to 
possible future winter navigation of the St 
Lawrence, the fore parts of the ships 
have been strengthened for ice. To 
allow the vessels to navigate the Man- 
chester Ship Canal the height of the 
masts has been restricted and the tops of 
the funnels and radar masts are portable, 
The ships are of open shelter-deck 
design with engines aft, and four holds. 


Two great tankers 


i lens largest tanker so far launched 
on the Clyde and, at the time of 
writing, the biggest yet completed in 
Britain, is the highly-automated tanker 
British Mariner (71,018 tons dw), which 
was built by John Brown and Co 
(Clydebank) Limited, for the BP 
Tanker Co Limited, London. Of all-aft 
construction, she has a length oa of 
815 ft, a moulded breadth of 112 ft 6 in 
and a moulded depth of 58 ft. Of 
streamlined appearance, the tanker has 
been constructed on the longitudinal 
system of framing, with one centreline 
washplate and two oil-tight longitudinal 
bulkheads. The cargo space has been 
divided into 36 tanks. 

Another monster tanker to be de- 
livered recently was the Mobil Brilliant 
(97,000 tons dw), the largest tanker to 
be built in Europe and the biggest to 
sail under the British flag. She was built 
by Eriksbergs Mek Verkstads A/B, 
Gothenburg, to the order of Mobil 
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Tankships Limited, and will be operated 
and manned by the Mobil Shipping Co 
Limited, London. The Mobil Brilliant 
was originally ordered as a 50,000- 
tonner, but later had her deadweight 
capacity increased by the application 
of new freeboard regulations. Her 
present carrying capacity is 700,000 
barrels, which is a quantity exceeding 
London’s weekly consumption of petro- 
leum products. 

Mobil Brilliant has a cruiser stern and 
vertical curved stem with poop, bridge 
and forecastle. Her main dimensions 
are: length oa, 900 ft; moulded 
breadth, 127 ft: moulded depth, 63 ft 
6 in; and draught when fully loaded, 
48 ft 54 in. The rigging comprises a 
mast, a signal mast and two pairs of 
derrick posts. The cargo compartments 
are divided into 12 centre tanks and six 
wing tanks on either side. Propulsion 
machinery consists of one main turbine, 
built by International General Electric 
Company, New York, developing 28,000 
shp at 1084 rpm and providing a 
contract speed of 174 knots. 


Guided missile destroyer 
commissioned 

LJ MS London, the fourth and latest 

ship of the new class of guided 
missile-armed County-class destroyers, 
was commissioned a few weeks ago at 
the Wallsend shipyard of Swan, Hunter 
and Wigham Richardson, Limited, She 
is to remain with the Home Fleet for a 
few months and is then destined for 
the Far East. An interesting story is 
told of what was probably the most 
notable of the London's predecessors. 
This was the Loyal London, built for 
King Charles II in 1665 with money 
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paid for by subscription from the City 
of London. After distinguished service, 
she was burnt by the Dutch in 1667. As 
the City would not provide the further 
funds required for her repair, the King 
removed the prefix Loyal and the war- 
ship was thereafter known simply as 
the London. The Devonshire, Hampshire 
and Kent, sister-ships of the London, 
have already commissioned for service, 
and the Glamorgan and Fife are still 
under construction. 


More Navy news ts that two further 
Leander - class frigates have been 
launched recently. These are HMS 
Naiad, launched from the Scotstoun 
yard of Yarrow and Co Limited, and 
HMS Arethusa, put into the water at 
Cowes by J. Samuel White and Co 
Limited. The Leander class has been 
developed from the highly-successful 
Whitby- and Rothesay-class frigates 
which are noted for their manoeuvra- 
bility, performance at high speed and 
scakeeping qualities, 

The same hull form, which has been 
largely responsible for these qualities, 
has been used for the Leanders and 
geared steam turbine machinery of 
high power gives them the speed 
necessary for their varied tasks. Ships of 
this class have a standard displacement 
of about 2,000 tons, a length of 372 ft 
and beam of 41 ft. Their armament 
consists of fully-automatic 4.5 in guns 
in a twin mounting and one Seacat 
ship-to-air guided missile launcher. They 
are fitted with the latest equipment for 
detecting and attacking submarines, 
including a Wasp helicopter armed with 
anti-submarine torpedoes. The Leanders 
have, in fact, developed into all-round 
general-purpose frigates. 
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LAYOU 
REALISM 


—by Alex Bowie 





Building a split-level layout 


-7HEN a layout takes up the whole room, my own fancy Is 
for a circle of track with two junctions branching off, each 
to a terminal. Or, in other words, a combined circular and point- 
to-point. But some modellers go purple when you mention this 
kind of layout, as it is said to be unrealistic. Yet many of them 
build point-to-points, which go right round the room, even 
though they do not actually connect the ends to complete the 
full circle. 

Looking up some old magazines recently, I saw one layout 
in which both stations were literally six inches from each other. 
But that didn’t stop the designer from condemning any form 
of fully circular track. The moral seems to be that some modellers 
will get annoyed at the mention of a circle, but will cheerfully 
build a nearly circular point-to-point which only needs a few 
feet of track to connect the two ends together. This is all very 





160 


A point-to-point layout like this gives the maximum run in a smallish room. 


illogical, but logic is not always a strong feature of model railway 
arguments. 

Yet the fact is that model railway building in a small space ts a 
matter of compromising with difficulties, with each man entitled 
to work out his solution in his own way. If we realise that every 
layout has advantages and disadvantages, then almost any type 
becomes acceptable, for the art of layout designing is to disguise 
the bad and emphasise the good. 

The circular versus point-to-point argument will go on for a 
long time—but there’s a third type which I have sketched this 
month. This is a split-level point-to-point which goes round 
almost in circles—not that I want to add confusion to the argu- 
ments! The layout shown takes up a space measuring Just over 
12 feet by 7 feet 6 inches—about the size of a small bedroom less 
the alcoves. 

Ultra-wide baseboards are not desirable on this layout, for two 
reasons: Firstly, plenty of space is essential in the middle, not 
only for freedom of movement for the operator, but because a 
scenic layout cannot be viewed properly unless there is room to 
stand back and admire it. Those layouts which show a space of 
about 18 inches square are probably designed to be worn round 
the neck, and can hardly be called practical! 

Secondly, two feet is just about the maximum width feasible 
where track hugs the back of the layout; otherwise maintenance 
becomes difficult. 


SPLIT-LEVEL PROS AND CONS 


On this split-level layout, the main line dives under one of 
the stations and emerges about six feet away to continue into the 
other station, as the plan will make clear. I have built two or three 
of this kind, and like them. Let’s take their good and bad points 
one by one. 

Advantages: (1) You can get the maximum width and length 
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of baseboard for at least one of the stations. (2) It is also 
possible to arrange some spectacular scenic effects more con- 
veniently, such as valleys, cuttings and embankments. (3) It 
is easier to have a long length of run, ie nearly twice round the 
room, without the train passing through the station. 

Disadvantages: (1) The board is obviously more complicated, 
uses more material, and costs more, though this extra cost is not 
so great as might appear at first sight. (2) Where a layout is small, 
gradients have to be steep, and will affect most motors to some 
degree or other. And for dead slow running, the hand must be 
kept constantly working the controller—it’s a matter of tempera- 
ment whether or not this is considered a drawback. (3) Obviously 
locos should have a fair power reserve. For those who make or 
adapt their own, this makes some of the very small-boilered 
lighter types a little tricky in operation. If they are tender locos, 
particularly of the 4-4-0 type, it is not easy to weight them 
sufficiently to cope with every possible contingency. As pointed 
out by Norman Simmons last month, weight is important in a 
loco. I have weighted a large-boilered Atlantic to 24 ounces 
(which will pull a long train almost up the curtains!) but a 
small loco with precisely the same make of motor will pull only 
about a quarter the load. 


HEAVY LOCOS, LIGHT LOAD 


Points (2) and (3) can be overcome to a great extent, if you 
have plenty of weight for the locos and light plastic wagons or 
coaches for them to pull. Wheels and bearings run better if 
clean, but as a long-term policy the value of oiling wheel bearings 
is debatable, unless you have plenty of time to spend on main- 
tenance. Oil picks up a lot of dirt, which cancels out its virtues. 
Ideally, locos should be picked to suit the gradients, as is true of 
the prototype, to some extent. 

Gradients on a circuit of the kind sketched can be kept down 
by careful planning and by keeping headroom and clearances to 
a minimum, as, for instance, where the train goes underneath 
the main station. To this effect, where a road comes under 
a bridge, as is the case with one of the stations [ have sketched, 
the road can dip down slightly. The bridge, which is very short, 
can be no more than hardboard thickness. 

A layout like this needs careful planning in every detail and, 
once work is started, it is not so easy to alter plans as with a 
flat baseboard. All this may make it appear that I am trying to 
frighten you off a split-level. On the contrary, [ would recom- 
mend it to any energetic modeller who likes the ambitious 
massive-looking layout in a small space. I say ‘energetic model- 
ler’ because it needs intensive work with pencil and paper and, 
for the given space, more carpentry, wiring and track laying. 


INCREASING THE OPEN SPACE 


But let’s put it this way. If you had a room twice the space, 
you'd want to fill it, and the extra work wouldn’t occur to you 
at all. By split-levelling, you are effectively increasing the avail- 
able open space, and get some of the advantages of a larger room. 
Nor is realism affected, compared with other types of layout. For, 
in theory, the only realistic layout follows a fairly straight line, 
from one point to another. But theorists overlook that, in 
practice, in a room of, say, 12 6 feet, a straight layout travels 
only 12 feet. If you work this out it means that in prototype you 
would be able to see the other end of the line without the 
slightest difficulty. 

If built as indicated in the sketch, it travels five times as far. 
Thus, whereas one layout is realistic in shape but totally un- 
realistic in length, the other makes at least a brave try for a 
more authentic length of run. And the fact that it is not possible 
to see all the layout at once at least correctly reproduces one 
important feature of the prototype. Psychologically, when 
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Above: Diagram of a typical 


Top: The layout diagram. 
baseboard. This shows that, although extra wood is needed 


for the high-level station, less material is needed for the 
haseboard underneath. On the other side of the lavout, the 
extra material needed is negligible. 


operating at a station on one side of the room, the operator is 
completely divorced from the second section, because he has his 
back to it. To all intents and purposes it could be 50 miles away. 

On that basis, this round-the-houses type point-to-point is as 
good as any other. So I wouldn't let theories bother you too 
much. 


Plastic modelling— Continued 


chassis assembly jig which is invaluable in getting everything 
square and true. 

Cylinder assemblies can be cemented to the sideframes using 
UHU or Evostik. In my version, photographed on the lifting 
barrier crossing featured last month, I used the Airfix connecting 
rods, bushed with a small length of thin brass tube to take the 
wear. The retaining washer on the crank pin has to be soldered 
—a delicate process next to the plastic, but some wet cotton 
wool round the connecting rod and a touch with a really hot 
iron, with plenty of flux, soon did the trick without mishap. 
The collector plate was a strip of 0.04 inch Plastikard bolted 
underneath the chassis, the spring wire collectors bearing on the 
backs of the tyres of the insulated wheels. 

Copyright, 


Mike Brvant, 1964. 


Companies mentioned in text 


W & H (Models) Ltd, 23 oe Street, London, WI. Romford Con- 
version Kit No 7 for Prairie Tank, 17s 6d, plus postage. (Note reference to 
exchange scheme in text). EAMES, 24 Tudor Road, Reading. Mainframes, 
spacers and fixing screws—cut out, drilled but not assembled for Prairie Tank, 
1$s (plus 3s PT) a set, plus postage. Chassis assembly jig, 7s 6d plus postage. 

Please remember to include postage and a SAE with any enquiries, Both 
aoe companies’ products are, of course, available from leading model 
shops. 
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OME more positive steps as a 

result of the Beeching Plan have 
come to light in recent weeks, with 
the announcement of several bulk 
freight contracts. Details were given 
in our August 1963 issue of the 
special wagons built to convey parts 
to and from the Ford Motor Com- 
pany factories at Dagenham and 
Halewood, Liverpool, and in last 
November's issue I described the “Imp 
Special’, made up of special wagons 
to convey fully-assembled Hillman 
Imps from the factory in Scotland 
to customers in England. 

BR have recently concluded a series 
of ten-year contracts with six oil 
companies. Such well-known brands 
as Esso, Gulf, Mobil, Petrofina, 
Regent and Shell have satisfied them- 
selves that the most economic and 
satisfactory method of transporting 
regular large consignments is by a 
fully modernised rail service, as en- 
visaged in the Beeching Report. 

One typical example of the sort of 
service that will operate as a result 
of these contracts is the movement of 
oil in train-load quantities from the 
Mobil Oil Company’s terminal at 
Ellesmere Port, in Cheshire, to a 
new rail-served distribution depot 
built by Charrington-Hargreaves Ltd 
at Liversedge, in Yorkshire. Special tank 
wagons, each of 27 tons capacity, fully 
vacuum-braked and holding up to 6,500 
gallons of fuel oil, will operate this 
service. Maximum payload of each train 
will be 513 tons. 

The terminal at Liversedge is a dis- 
tribution point for the North East, 
from where a road tanker fleet will 
operate serving Yorkshire, parts of 
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Lan- 
cashire, Durham and Northumber- 
land. Oil from the tank wagons is 
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pumped electrically to storage tanks 
with a total capacity of 3,000 tons. 
Steam heating is available to assist 
in discharging heavier oils and up 
to eight road vehicles can be loaded 
at a time. 

These new contracts are a welcome 
boost to BR. They are an even greater 
achievement than at first might be 
realised, considering the rival forms 
of transport by sea, inland water, 
road or pipe line that are so easy to 
apply to the transport of fuel oil. 


London Transport steam fleet 
ONDON Transport has withdrawn 
‘the ex-District Railway 0-6-0 tank 

locomotives L30 and L3l1, the last 

two steam locomotives remaining 


Wickham four-wheel railbus, SC79966, 
forming the through service from Stirling 
via Alloa to Dollar, Scottish Region. 
Closure notices referring to this service 
were on display at the time this photo- 
graph was taken in September 1963. 


from the fleets of the former com- 
panies taken over by the London 
Passenger Transport Board on its 
formation in 1933. These locos were 
built by Hunslet of Leeds in 1931. 

With the addition of a further 
ex-GWR Pannier Tank in June 1963 
the LT steam fleet now numbers 11. 
It consists entirely of Pannier Tanks, 
numbered from L89 to L99 inclusive. 
In this order the GWR numbers for- 
merly carried by these locomotives 
were: 5775, 7760, 5757, 5786, 7779, 
7752, 5764, 7741, 7749, 7739 and 
7715. L90 and L91 were originally 
GWR 7711 and 5752, but these loco- 
motives were replaced by 7760 and 
5757 in November 1961 and 1960, 
respectively, when heavy repairs 
became due. 

The present LT fleet of Pannier 
Tanks are all fairly old. Despite the 
fact that examples of this class of 
locomotive were being built as 
recently as 1950, all the locomotives 
now owned by LT are over 30 years 
old, and were built in 1929 and 1930, 
They have come from a variety of 
builders, including North British, 
Armstrong Whitworth, Kerr Stuart, 
and the GWR at its own Swindon 
Works. A photograph of one of these 
Pannier Tanks was published in our 
March 1963 issue, 


News in brief 


i so good is the reported news 
' on the failure of the Roadrailer 
experiment. A good deal of capital 
has been sunk into this scheme, not 
only by BR but by more than one 
model railway firm, who have had 
models of the Roadrailer equipment 
on sale for some time. It has been 
found that the Roadrailers are no 
more effective than containers, and 
it 1s understood the experiment is to 
come to an end, 

The Western Region ‘Western’ Class 
diesel hydraulic locomotives were in 
trouble during November last, and 
all were withdrawn to attend to a 
fault in the hydraulic transmission. 
This resulted momentarily in a slow- 
ing down of the recently-accelerated 
South Wales service, and steam was 
reverted to on the Worcester-Padding- 
ton trains. The fault has now been 
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attended to and the ‘Westerns’ are 
back in service again. 

The Southern Region recently 
announced the addition of two extra 
sleeping cars to the stock of the 
already heavy Night Ferry which runs 
every night from Victoria, via the 
Dover Dunkerque train ferry, direct 
to Paris. The weight of this train is 
now 850 tons, which makes it by far 
the heaviest regular passenger train 
to run on BR. 

The LNER A4 Pacific Mallard will 
soon be added to the exhibits in the 
Museum of British Transport at Clap- 
ham. It is being repainted at Doncaster 
in its original LNER livery. Rumour has 
it that there is to be a _ change 
of exhibits at Swindon, and room 
is to be made for one of the Kings 
and a 28XX 2-8-0. There has even 
been talk of giving City of Truro 
another airing. More preservation 
news is that LNER V2 4771 Green 
Arrow has been restored to its former 
lined Apple Green livery, and another 
A4 Dwight D. Eisenhower is to be 
shipped to America. Further Ameri- 
can interest has been expressed in 
LMS Pacific Coronation, but it is un- 
derstood that the enquirer has stipu- 
lated the re-fitting of the former 
streamlined casing. 

The Vale of Rheidol line had a 
successful season in 1963 and is to 
re-open this year. 

Following my mention of the Great 
Western Society in our November, 
1963, issue, I was pleased to receive 
encouraging news from the Society 
about their appeal to raise funds io 


preserve the GWR 14XX 0-4-2 tank 
locomotive and auto coach. A very 
substantial sum has already been 
raised, and the Society is now in a 
position to negotiate with BR. Any- 
one who is interested in this, or any- 
thing else connected with the Great 
Western Railway, is cordially invited 
to join members of the Society for 
their Annual General Meeting on 
Saturday, February 1, at 2 pm at St 
James Hall, Gloucester Terrace, Pad- 
dington, London W2. 

New stock is to be built for the SR 
Central Section main line electric ser- 
vices. It will be introduced as from 
the spring of this year, and by the end 
of 1965 the faithful six-car Brighton 
electrics will be a thing of the past. 
The new stock will be four-car sets, 
similar to the Kent Coast electrics now 
doing fine work on the Eastern 
Section. 


Locomotive notes 


EPORTED deliveries of new BR 

.locomotives are: D1023 Western 
Fusilier, D1024 Western Huntsman, 
D6865-8, 70-5, 9, 90, 1 to the Western 
Region; D5220, 2, 8, 9, 30, D7568-74, 
E3079, 90, 1, 3, 6, to the London 
Midland Region; D14541, 3-9 to the 
Eastern Region; D8543-9, 51-6 to the 
scottish Region. No new locomotives 
were delivered during the same period 
to the Southern or North Eastern 
Regions. 

As well as the usual high number 
of steam locomotive withdrawals, in- 
cluding ex-LMS and LNER_ 8P 








Steam in Scotland. Taken within a few 
minutes of each other, these two photo- 
graphs show V2 60970 (top) ar Stirling. 
heading “The Grampian’ en route from 
Aberdeen to Glasgow, and rebuilt Scot 
46132 The Kings Regiment Liverpool 
arriving at Stirling with the 9.25 am 
Crewe to Perth. 


Pacifics, it is reported that one diesel 
locomotive (D2700, a North British 
0-4-() diese] shunter) was condemned 
and taken out of stock during 
November. 

D58 and D54 were named The 
King’s Own Roval Border Regiment 
and The Royal Pioneer Corps, respec- 
tively, at ceremonies held at Carlisle 
and St Pancras 


English Electric Type 3, D6700, heads a train of wagons specially designed to convey Ford parts between their factories at Halewood 





and Dagenham. 
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HAVE been following with interest 

the various letters from AIRFIX 
MAGAZINE readers requesting details, 
kits and ground crew for airfields, to 
complement the popular air crew figures 
which are included in aircraft kits. In 
the absence of such items from com- 
mercial sources, I had decided to draw 
up plans and make from bits out of my 
‘spares’ box a representative selection of 
such items that I was familiar with 
during my service days. 

Then along came the Airfix Scarab 
kit which, to my mind, contained 
virtually everything I needed to make 
a runway controller's caravan, so I set 
to work. The obvious scale was decided 
by the Scarab kit, and the fact that most 
modellers seem to prefer 1:72 scale 
to any other. Construction ts quite 
straightforward, and the amount of 
detail included is left to the individual 
modeller. For instance, as an alternative 
to the interior details shown in the 


form the main support for the actual 
‘van body. This assembly can now be 
painted black overall and the wheels 
added, having first checked their 
general alignment. 

Now to the body of the ‘van itself. 
This can be made from either thin card 
(I used postcards for mine) suitably 
shellacked, or Plastikard, but it must be 
noted that whatever you use it must 
first have a waterproof surface of some 
sort, otherwise when you apply the 
chequer transfers you will find the whole 
thing collapsing into a soggy mess! 
Using the drawings as a guide, carefully 
cut sufficient card to make the four walls 
—this is best done in two pieces, one 
for the door and right-hand side, and 
the other for the rear and left-hand 
side. Having completed this, you simply 
cut out the areas for the windows, door 
and ‘greenhouse’ aperture. A simple 
box frame round the top and bottom of 
this unit, from scrap, etc, will add 


added, cause some warping. Cut two 
or three curved strips to form a ceiling 
frame, inserting these across the top 
of the open body, not forgetting, when 
cutting the roof to size, to allow for a 
slight overhang al! round. The ‘green- 
house’ is simply a hollow square of 
Cellophane or Celluloid, cut to allow an 
inverted roof to be fitted. All framework 
on windows and the ‘greenhouse’ can 
be made from strips of painted Sello- 
tape, to match the pattern of the sur- 
rounding chequer. You are now ready 
to add the interior decor, or fit lights 
to taste, 

The plan view of the interior shows the 
position of all the basic ingredients, 
heights from the floor being, of course, 
suitably to scale. The controller's dais 
is built up from odds and ends until the 
seat (use one of those in the kit) just 
permits the occupant’s head and 
shoulders to protrude above the lower 
framework. The seat, of course, is 


BUILDING A RUNWAY 


CONTROLLE 


drawing, one could install a small 
battery pack working two ‘pea’ bulbs 
to represent the red obstruction light, 
and an Aldis lamp in the ‘hot house’ 
mounted at the far end. Though per- 
sonally not being gimmick conscious, 
I have finished mine to the drawing. 
First, the basic chassis. This 1s simply 
part no 53, with balsa wood cross 
pieces mounted on the top to carry the 
body shell. The four wheels are painted 
and put aside to dry, while the springs 
(part nos 37, 38, 54 and 55) are all cut 
down to be level with the lip in which 
the mudguard will be cemented. Axles 
for the wheels can be made from cock- 
tail sticks or something similar, and 
placed directly on the lower spring 
attachment points (as would have been 
the original axle from the kit). 
Cement the spring assembly on to 
the lower edge of part no 53 at the 
extreme corners, ensuring that they are 
all level, then place the mudguards 
(brackets having all been cut to the 
length of those on part nos 17 and 18) 
on to the side of part no 53, to cover 
the wheels fully when they are fitted. 
Next, build up from the basic chassis 
a platform +} in high from scrap. This 
can be done with four thin strips cross- 
wise, and a thin piece of card which will 
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Robert C. Jones tells 
how he made a 
useful piece of 

airfield equipment 
based on parts 
from the Airfix 
Scammell Scarab 





strength and rigidity to the entire 
structure. When dry, carefully insert 
a false bottom which will fit over the 
chassis top, approximately 4 in from 
the bottom of the four walls. This will 
leave a step in the ‘open’ door, but that 
is quite correct. Now you should have 
(a) a chassis upon which fits the basic 
body, which should now resemble an 
open horse-box, (b) the rest of the kit 
spread out to select the other parts 
which can be used for filling in detail at 
a later date. 

When you cut out the roof, and remove 
the basic area for the ‘greenhouse’, this 
will weaken it considerably and unless 
some form of interior strengthening is 





ARAVAN 


adjustable for height and rotates quite 
freely. On the top shelf immediately 
inside the roof would be cartridge racks 
and a place for two or three spare 
Aldis lamps. (All equipment of this 
nature fits into previously-cut trays to 
avoid damage while the caravan is in 
motion.) 

The RT speakers came out directly 
beneath this shelf; these number usually 
four, depending on the variety of 
frequencies in use in the area. Trans- 
mitting was done via an instrument 
shaped like a normal telephone, and 
part no 21 (side light in the kit) is ideal. 
This would stand on the top shelf 
adjacent to the seat. Other fittings are 
as the drawing, and with a little in- 
genuity you could make the roof lift 
to show the interior detail. 

Painting is as follows: Interior, pale 
green throughout; wheels, all black; 
Very cartridge rack, red; Aldis rack, 
green; logging table and linoleum 
covered floor, dirty mid-brown; seats, 
aluminium frames with leather cushions. 
All paint is semi-gloss, except the tyres 
which are matt black. The entire exterior 
is alternate black/white chequer, which 
can be purchased in transfer form at 
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New kits and models 
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COULD THIS HAPPEN TO YOU? 


E have all heard of the flak-happy, bomb-happy, beat- 

up Pilot-Officer Prunes who hung about the Mess in 
the last war, but what happens to the present-day Jet 
Jockey ? Hawk Models have given us their own weird and 
whacky interpretation of what such a pilot looks like today, 
and highly horrific it is, too! 

In their latest caricature in plastic, which goes by the 
glorious name of ‘Freddy Flameout’, they have shown that 
this delightful type takes on a really monster-like appear- 
ance, breathing fire and keeping his clapped-out kite airborne 
by a blow-lamp, sky-hooks and three balloons! 

This is just the kit for the squadron crew-room or the 
flying club bar, and with a suitably-inscribed caption, could 
be a warning that would hardly be ignored by the intrepid 
aviator with the ‘press-on’ mind. 

Seriously though, this is a kit which is fun to make up 
and gives the model-maker a chance to use colours not 
strictly in the grey, green or silver range. According to the 
box lid there are, ‘35 horrible parts of fine, mouldy poly- 
styrene’, a ‘cool display base’ and ‘colourful decals’. Don't 
ask me to tell you the scale though, I'm too far gone! If 
you fancy making up one of these Hawk Weird-Ohs they 
cost you just Ils 6d and BMW Models of Wimbledon can 
supply you. A.W .H. 


RESTAURANT CAR 
A WESTERN Region version of the new Hornby-Dublo 
restaurant car reviewed in our September, 1963, issue 
has now been announced, The WR car is in the latest 
Hornby-Dublo style of metal sides, base and bogies, and 
plastic moulded roof, ends and underframe details. The WR 
recently announced that it was going to give up the choco- 
late and cream livery, but thankfully the new Hornby- 
Dublo WR restaurant car retains this most attractive colour 
scheme, with its finely-printed metal sides. The car has 
interior fittings and glazed windows and, at 16s 9d, costs 
the same as the earlier maroon finished version. N.S. 


UP-TO-THE MINUTE ‘DOUBLE’ 


HE Hillman Imp and the Triumph 2000 are both now 
modelled in Dinky Toys form. The Imp, finished in light 
green, has an opening boot, showing a replica of the rear- 
mounted aluminium engine, and an opening front bonnet 
reveals the luggage compartment. Other features of this 
34 inch long model are Prestomatic steering, windows, seats, 
steering wheel and four-wheel suspension. The price is 
4s 11d. 
Like the Imp, the Dinky Triumph 2000 also has an open- 


Hawk's ‘Freddy Flameout’, and AMT Mercury Marauder, 
both available fram BMW Models. 
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ing bonnet, which covers a finely-detailed ‘engine’, and an 
opening rear boot, complete with two pieces of luggage. 
Also featured are a well-detailed chassis, windows, interior 
fittings, steering wheel, four-wheel suspension and Presto- 
matic steering. This model is finished in polychromatic ocean 
blue, with a white roof. It 1s 4 3/16 in long and costs 
5s 11d. DR. 


1963 MERCURY MARAUDER 
HE latest 1:25 scale AMT 3 in 1 kit to come for 
review from BMW Models, the 1963 Mercury 
Marauder, is described as an advanced customising kit. For 
all who like customising cars there are immense possibilities 
with this kit. If you just want to build it stock, well, the 

"63 Mercury Marauder is a fine-looking car! 

This kit is well up to the usual very high AMT standard. 
All the parts are cleanly moulded in white plastic, plus two 
stems of chrome trim, a selection of clear red tail light 
lenses and four black hard rubber tyres. The two main 
paris, the chassis and bodywork, are assembled by four self- 
tapping screws, which also hold the stock front grille and 
bumper and the rear bumper and heavy chrome trim. This 
does mean that you can, if you wish, make it stock at first 
and change it to custom later. 

Most of the custom parts are, however, once and for all 

























additions unless, of course, you wish to indulge in some 
heavy carving to change the shape later. The instruction 
sheet gives several excellent custom ideas and, for those in 
the know, the styling has been created by the Alexander 
brothers, Mike and Larry. Full instructions are given for 
fixing the alternative front and rear end extensions and a 
tube of body putty and strip of sandpaper are included 
in the kit. 

The kit also includes parts for two versions of the Mercury 
engine—a stock unit or a supercharged version for custom 
or competition cars. The interior fittings give a choice of 
custom or stock bucket seats, seat belts, alternative steering 
wheel and gear shift lever, telephone, refreshment bar, 
record player and even a toy alligator to place on the rear 
parcel shelf. Other features of the kit include self-adhesive 
upholstery material, white tyre walls and a generous sheet 
of decals. Yet further ‘gimmick’ paris include surf board, 
trophy, show stanchions and a useful plastic file handle. 
This is a fine quality kit and good value for 24s 6d. —sN.S. 


JAPANESE TANK KITS 


E are indebted to reader H. R. W. Morrison of Scar- 

borough, Canada, who has sent us news of a very 
finely-detailed range of 1:50 scale tank kits made by the 
Japanese firm of L. S. Laboratories. All the models are of 
Japanese prototypes and include the Type-3, Type-4 and 
Type-97. The kits are said to be excellently produced, 
motors and gun-firing mechanisms being included. Since 
there is no retail outlet for these models in the UK. they 
could, of course, only be obtained through pen friends or 
visitors to Japan. C.0.E. 


ROVER 2000 


“AOINCIDENT with the announcement of the new Rover 

2000, Corgi released a model of this fine new car. 
Priced at 4s 3d, it has most of the usual Corgi features but. 
most significant of all, its four headlamps are illuminated 
by the ingenious Trans-O-Lite system, where light entering 
the demister panel in the rear window of the model is 
transmitted through reflectors to the front lamps. D.R. 


GIANT-SIZE FORD 


UPPLIES of the giant-size 1:8 scale Monogram kit of 
the Classic "32 Ford Street/Show Roadster are now 
held by BMW Models of Wimbledon. This splendid model, 
in the Big Deuce series, sells for £8 19s 6d, which is not as 
expensive as it sounds when you realise the wealth of detail 
incorporated. The kit faithfully reproduces the basic car, 
and can be built in two or more hot rod types, or you can 
interchange parts and build your own version. 

Among the features are operating decors and boot lid; 
working head and tail lights (which draw their power from 
a battery in the petrol tank); operating windscreen and wind 
shields; steering; a super-detailed Pontiac engine with six 
carburettors, and individual spark plugs and ignition wires: 
instruments; chrome plated ‘magnesium’ wheels; white-wall 
tyres; and an abundance of ‘chrome’ parts. Length of the 
assembled model is 204 inches. 

BMW Models are also stocking the useful Kar-Kase. 
Moulded in thick clear plastic and costing 9s 6d, it is ideal 
for displaying one or more models and, of course, has the 
big advantage of keeping them dust-free. This smart display 
case is moulded in two parts, a base and a deep lid. It 
measures 10 in long, 4} in wide and 34 in high. If one large 
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Top to bottom: Dinky Toys Hillman Imp and Triumph 
2000, and Hornby-Dublo WR restaurant car. 
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model is to be displayed, it can be ingeniously held in place 
with rubber bands, full instructions for which are included 
with the case. By painting the underside of the base, it is 
suggested that a first-class gloss finish will result. 

We have made recent reference to the range of Revell 
customising packs which are now available. BMW also have 
supplies of six AMT custom packs, all to 1:25 scale and 
each priced at 7s Ild. They include the following: wheels 
and tyres; grilles and bumpers; 283 cu in Chevrolet and 
421 cu in Pontiac engines; drag strip accessories; Corvair 
and 392 cu in Chrysler engines; and an Allison V1? engine 
(an aircraft power unit, now widely used for drag racing 
in the *States). DLR. 


MODEL MERCEDES 


MINIATURE refuse truck is the latest model to appear 
in the Matchbox range. It has a fully-adjustable tipper. 
which stays in any raised position, an opening tailgate and 
authentic full-colour transfers. This attractive little model 
is to 1:96 scale and is finished in blue and grey. It measures 
24 inches long and costs 1s 9d. 
Added to the Matchbox Models of Yesteryear series is a 
fine 1:52 scale replica of a 1928 Mercedes-Benz 36/220. 
It is finished in white, with red upholstery and silver plated 


Continued on next page 
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radiator, headlamps, windscreen, steering wheel and ‘spoked’ 
wheels. The characteristic exhaust system, with its three- 
branch manifold and large silencer, is also faithfully repro- 
duced and silver plated. Twin spare wheels are carried at 
the rear, while there is a first-class miniature replica of 
the famous Mercedes triple star radiator cap. Price of this 
33 inch long model ts 4s. D.R. 


NARROW GAUGE PRECISION 


N interesting model railway item submitted for review 
by BMW Models this month is the Egger-Bahn range 
of narrow gauge contractor’s locomotive, wagons and track. 
BMW Models are importing this range from Germany, 
and so far only the basic items are available. These con- 
sist of a small four-wheeled petrol- or diesel-driven type 
locomotive, two types of wagons—a side tip wagon and a 
timber bogie—and straight and curved rails. All these items 
are exceptionally well made, and are perfect working 
models. The little locomotive, which only measures | 11/16 
inches long over couplings, is made of extremely neat and 
cleanly moulded plastic. 

The motor practically fills the whole cab. It works on 9 
volts DC and drives on the rear axle by worm gear, The 
quality of the working parts of this model is comparable to 
a wrist watch, and the performance is equally as reliable and 
satisfactory. It is well weighted, despite the extremely small 
size, and the single-powered driving axle is capable of 
moving any load that it is likely to be faced with. In view 
of the obvious precision that the manufacture of such a 
small sized model requires, it is not unduly expensive at the 
price of 84s. 





The unusual operating voltage of 9 volts DC is catered 
for by a special transformer which is available at 57s 6d. 
The locomotive can, of course, be used with a normal model 
railway power suppiy, but great care should be taken to 
use no more than half power. On test, half power was more 
than was really necessary for realistic running and, in fact, 
something like quarter power was all that was required. 

The timber bogie is perhaps not quite such a common 
object. but a timber yard incorporating the Faller sawmill 
would make an ideal scenic attraction, with perhaps the 
country end of the line disappearing into a forest, The 
timber bogies should be coupled in pairs, and a length of 
limber placed between the two swivelling stanchions. 

Both wagons are fitted with ingenious automatic coup- 
lings that are quite the neatest and most realistic | have ever 





Above: Corgi Rover 2000 (top), and Matchbox 1928 

Mercedes-Benz 36/220 and refuse truck. Below: The nar- 

row gauge Egger-Bahn items now stocked by BMW Models, 
shown against some OO gauge stock for comparison. 


seen. The lathe-turned metal wheels and metal axles, with 
nylon bushes for two-rail insulation, revolve particularly 
freely. Each wagon measures just | inch over the chassis, 
and | 7/32 inch over the couplings. A surprising amount 
of detail has been incorporated in this small size, and they 
are excellent examples of precision plastic mouldings, They 
cost 9s 6d each. 


The two-rail track, to 9 mm gauge, represents 2 ft 3 in in 
4 mm scale. The Egger-Bahn rails are supplied in full- and 
half-length curves (six full-length curves to a complete 
circle) and full- and half-length straights, all at Is 11d each. 
The straight measures 6 inches long. The track is strongly 
made, despite the lightweight scale appearance and the small 
section rail that is used. Correct narrow gauge sleeper spacing 
is used. 


I recommend the Egger-Bahn range as an extremely well- 
made and effective scenic attraction to an existing standard 
gauge railway. It is not known whether additions to the 
range will be made, but if a pair of points were to be added 
it would make an interesting narrow gauge model railway 
system in its own right. All these items are available from 
BMW Models of Wimbledon, N.S. 





Letters to 


the Editor 





Hawker history 


HANK you for your September and 

October 1963 articles on Spitfire con- 
versions. But what about the Hurricane, 
and the other aircraft produced by the 
same firm? Recently, I have been trying 
to build up a complete range of Hawker 
aircraft in kit form, and so far I have 
been able to produce the following: 
Hawker Hart; Hurricanes Mk I, Mk 
llc, Mk Id (thanks to an article in 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE for November 1960), 
Mk IV RP; Typhoon; Tempest; 
Hunter (with plans for some variants!): 
P1127 and Sea Fury. 

The Hurricane [lb is in the making, 
and | would like to produce some other 
variants, in particular the Hurricane 
Ifa with small bomb container equip- 
ment, and the Tempest V with 40mm 
cannon. Could you or one of your 
readers supply me with the necessary 
details? Better still, with such a variety 
of Hawker aircraft to produce, could 
we have an article or a series of articles 
on these modifications? 

While we are about it, is it too much 
to ask for a Hawker Hind and for a 
Hawker Fury from Airfix? (The latter 
could probably be produced at a slightly 
higher price, with alternative noses for 
Centaurus, Griffon and Sabre engines.) 
| am also open to any suggestions for 
other Hawker aircraft. The number 
available already seems to point to the 
popularity of them, and it would be 
rather nice to produce a history of the 
development of Hawker aircraft in 
model form. 

Harry Bamber, Yardley Hastings, 
Northampton. 


Plastics in prototype 


HEN reading the November 1963 

issue Of AIRFIX MAGAZINE for a 
second time, | came across a small fault. 
[ am referring to the paragraph in 
Profile on the Dutch Fokker [F27 
Friendship of the Royal Netherlands 
Air Force. The official Dutch name 
of the RNeAF as painted on the air- 
craft is not ‘Koninkluke Luchtmacht’ 
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but “Koninkliyke Luchtmacht’. I hope 
you will excuse me for correcting such 
a rather small fault. 

For approximately half a year, the 
German chemical works Bayer AG has 
used a train, the passenger cars of which 
have been made in a large measure from 


plastics, especially moltoprene. It is 
the first one of its kind, and it is a very 
interesting construction. 

As | am a passionate collector of 
jet-plane models, | would greet the 
introduction of some pioneer jets like 
the Heinkel He-178 Salamander (or 
Volksjager), the Arado Ar-234 bomber 
and more veteran jets. 

F. Zonnevijlle, *s-Hertogenbosch, 
Nether!ands, 

This is one of several letters from abroad 
which appear this month. Readers may 
like to be reminded that in this issue we 
publish comments from plastic modelling 
enthusiasts inno fewer than eight different 
countries /—Ed. 


One under the eight 

F TSUALLY, I don’t write to a 
manufacturer every time a new kit 

is brought out, but one of the latest 

Airfix offerings makes it an exception 

to the rule. 

Personally, I consider the Aijrfix 
1:72 scale model of Consolidated’s 
B24) Liberator bomber a real bargain 
for its price. In general, it is spot-on, 
except for two noticeable items. 

The first is that the nosewheel has 
to be fixed solid, a pity considering the 
main wheels are free-rotating. My 
second moan covers the main under- 
carriage members themselves. They 
look, when in the down position, rather 
knock-kneed, but otherwise I'd say 
your kit was near perfect. 

I would like to take the opportunity 
of asking you, on behalf of many 
thousands of modelling fans, for a 
1:72 scale kit of the Junkers Ju&$. Just 
how many times I have read pleas for 
this kit I cannot remember. I think 
you'd save a lot of paper if you did 
bring one out. You have brought out 
seven very famous medium to heavy 


magazine. Readers whose letters are published 
each receive a free Airfix plastic construction kit 
of their choice. We are always pleased to receive 
your comments and pictures, 
considered for publication. Submitted material 
and pictures can only be returned if accompanied 
by a stamped addressed envelope, and the Editor 
cannot accept responsibility for safe keeping of 
any such contributions, neither does he necessarily 
agree with comments expressed by correspondents 
in the letters column. 


which will be 


bombers, how about the Junkers 8&8 
making it the eighth? 

[ have noted with pleasure that Airfix 
were the first plastic kit manufacturers 


to produce a kit of a Russian World 


War 2 aircraft, one of which now 
resides in my personal collection. Is it 
possible that you are considering 


continuing the good work and bringing 
more Russian types out? I hope so! 
Another idea for you to consider: 
There were some wonderful Japanese 
types out during the last war. I believe 
models of such types would be really 
welcome by many. 
E. A. Bryant, Swansea, Glam, 


Warship modelling 

AY I congratulate Airfix on their 

excellent series of famous fighting 
ships? In my opinion, this is the best 
series yet produced by any model 
company. Perhaps future additions to 
it might include: HMS Ark Royal or 
Eagle, HMS Amethyst, and at least 
one or more of the cruisers that fought 


against the German battleship Graf 
Spee, 
[ think that this series would find 


even greater appeal if it were to have 
some decals for the ships, as we find 
on the other kits. In my opinion, flags 
should include the White Ensign, 
Union Jack and signalling flags, as well 
as the pennant numbers of all the ships 
of that particular class. Should you in 
future produce any other aircraft- 
carrier (British Navy) could you include 
such planes as the Hawker Siddeley Sea 
Vixens, Blackburn Buccaneers, Fairey 
Gannets AEW, or the Westland Wessex 
helicopters ? 

Lawrence FE. Tavares, Hong Kong, BCC. 


Sherman to Sexton 


WAS rather disappointed to see that 
C. QO. Ellis had slipped below his 
usual high standard in his military 
modelling article on converting the 
Sherman to a Sexton 25 pdr (November 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE). To obtain a really 
Continued on next page 
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accurate model of the Sexton, the whole 
of the front end of the Sherman hull 
top (Airfix part 43) should be discarded, 
except 10mm of the extreme front to 
complete the curve over from. the 
bottom, and a new front built up from 
Plastikard. The hull front of the Sexton 
actually curved over to an almost hori- 
zontal position before meeting the 
steeply-sloping front plate of the 
fighting compartment. The front dust 
guards were higher than the hull front 
and the actual shape can be seen in the 
photograph of the real vehicle heading 
the article. 

Another inaccuracy is the lack of 
muzzle brake on the 25 pdr, which 
again can be seen quite clearly in the 
photograph. A very accurate 1:48 
scale drawing of the Sexton appeared 
in the October 1963 issue of Medel 
Maker, and this also includes details 
of the floor shape. The model as pro- 
duced does bear a strong resemblance 
to the Priest, whereas there is really 
quite a difference in appearance. 

Finally, | have a tip which may interest 
other military modellers who have 
difficulty in obtaining a neat joint on 
the tank tracks. [I always weld mine 
together by carefully heating with a 
small soldering iron. This melts the 
track ends and, when cooled, you are 
left with a continuous track which is 
strong and has no visible joint. 

R. R. Wainwright, Romford, Essex. 

C. O. Ellis writes: ‘While Mr Wain- 
wright’s observations are perfectly valid, 
the object of the article was to describe 
a simple conversion which utilised as 
many parts as possible from the kil. 
Although this may result in some 
sacrifice in appearance, it is a quicker— 
and, for younger readers, an easier— 
method than building a complete hull top 
in Plastikard, which would be the only 
real alternative. —EbD. 


Motorised 'E' Type 
AY I congratulate Airfix on their 
A kit of the Jaguar ‘E’ Type. The 
small size of the electric motor and the 
front and rear axle units from the Airfix 
Motor Racing system enabled me to 
construct a motorised model of the 
open top version of the car. In fact, the 
conversion has not altered the cockpit 
of the car at all, as the drive shaft was 
taken down the car’s propeller shaft. 
Still on the subject of cars, could the 
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wheels of future car kits be of the same 
type as those of the Ford Zephyr? With 
wheels of this type the plastic tyres can 
be discarded and rubber tyres from 
Airfix Motor Racing used in their 
place. 

With regard to kit conversions, the 
Churchill Tank kit, plus the bogeys 
from a Panther tank kit, can be con- 
verted into a Cromwell tank. 

Finally, may I make a suggestion for 
an Airfix kit? What is really needed for 
the OO/HO series is a truck. I realise 
that this has been suggested before, but 
the design I have in mind could be 
built in six different ways. These are: 
Army truck, Army ambulance, con- 
tainer truck, flat truck, flat truck with 
tail board, truck with side boards. 

The basic design would be that of the 
flat truck—wheels, front axle, rear 
axle, chassis, mudguards, cabin front, 
cabin rear and the truck floor. For the 
Army truck version—tail board, side 
walls and the canvas roof and front 
(moulded as in the Land-Rover, but 
with flat backs). Ambulance/container 
versions—for this the Army truck rear 
is built with the flat side out, and the 
tail board is replaced by a rear with 
opening doors. For the final version 
all that is required is two side boards. 

J. J. Hall, Melksham, Wilts. 

After his Zodiac motorisation(page [30 
this issue), Bert Lamkin writes next month 
on converting the ‘E” Type for slot 
racing .—Ed. 


Motorised Gladiator 


S an ardent collector of your models, 

[ should like to bring to the notice 

of readers a useful item of equipment. 

It is a tiny ‘electro-magnet’ motor, 

about an inch long, made by Faller, and 

designed to be used for motorising non- 
flying model aeroplanes. 

After buying one of these, at a very 
reasonable price, I fitted it with little 
modification and trouble to an Airfix 
Gloster Gladiator, a wonderful model. 
The wire, passing invisibly down the 
spine and through holes in the stand and 
shelf on which it stands, leads to a bell 
transformer, connected to a wall plug. 

When switched on, the resulting 
effects are really good; the propeller 
revolves with ease, producing a realistic 
‘hum’, and making it an exciting addition 
to any collection. 

Trevor D. Read, Transvaal, South Africa. 


French views 


AM very interested by AIRFIX 
MAGAZINE, and write to give you my 
opinion about some problems. Firstly, 
in your November 1963 issue, you men- 


tion the problems of stretching plastic 
stems. With your method I have made 
threads three yards long, with a diameter 
twice that of a human hair. The trouble 
is that | don’t know what I can use 
them for! 

With all my surplus plastic stems (1 
have 127 plastic models) I have made a 
three-feet high futuristic sculpture, 
which looks very original! 

Secondly, you speak very well of the 
benefits of ballast in your December 
1963 issue. However, there is one in- 
convenience. If you drop a model that 
has been weighted, it will suffer more 
damage. 

Thirdly, I would like to see an Airfix 
Mirage IIIc (with optional nose and 
tail, and decals to make a Mirage IIIr, 
please); a Hawker Siddeley Gnat T 
Mk I (like that pictured in your 
December issue) because I think it is 
the first beautiful English plane built 
since 20 years ago; a Dornier 335; a 
McDonnell Phantom II (with altgrna- 
tive transfers); and more military 
models. 

Jean-Louis Figureau, Cleremont- 
Ferrand, France. 


More merchant ships 


AM a very keen plastic modeller, and 
_ a regular reader of your fine maga- 

zine. While reading the Letters to the 
Editor in the August issue I was very 
interested in Mr Bradshaw's remarks, 
and [ must say that I agree with every- 
thing he said. 

I would like to see Airfix produce a lot 
more merchant ships. I feel that there are 
many such ships that would make 
wonderful models. Just to name a few, 
how about Shaw Savill’s Northern Star 
or Dominion Monarch, the Blue Star 
Lines’ Brisbane Star, the New Zealand 
Shipping Co’s Rangitiki and perhaps the 
P & O Lines’ Stratheden or Strathnore. 
Also I would like to see in kit form an 
American Liberty-type cargo ship or a 
Canadian Fort cargo ship. 

Victor Young, Wellington, New /ealand. 


Ship kits 

HAVE read in some issues of AIRFIX 

MAGAZINE several letters dealing 
with the question of whether Airfix 
should produce kits of merchant ships. 
I would like to express the opinion, not 
only from me, but from many Czech 
hobbyists, for | am a leading member of 
their circle. 

I don’t know why modellers are 
asking for greater production of mer- 
chant ship kits. We must acknowledge 
that the British Merchant Fleet is 
on top of the world’s fleets, and 
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build some kits of merchant ships, 
because they are closely connected with 
them. But if we consider this question 
from the manufacturer’s point of view 
we must come to the conclusion that it 
would be necessary to produce great 
series of coasters, tugs, tankers, cargo or 
passenger ships and trawlers or whalers, 
too. That's impossible. And such an 
action won't be a success. I suppose 
that only a small circle of modellers will 
buy this or that kit of merchant-type. 

[ can express our own experience, 
There are no producers of kits in 
Czechoslovakia at this time, but there 
are in other countries of the Eastern- 
hemisphere, including Eastern Germany, 
the USSR and Poland. 

East Germany released only one type 
passenger ship. Only a few modellers 
bought it and the production was 
cancelled very soon. Poland is preparing 
the production of ships kits, but they 
will be warships only, because the in- 
teregt of hobbyists 1s in warship cate- 
gories only, This is very interesting for 
Poland has a relatively small Navy, but a 
greater Merchant Fleet and ts one of the 
world’s leading shipbuilding countries. 

[ suppose it would not hurt if Airfix 
released a few merchant ships. But why 
not such types which served during 
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Also ask for Britfix 77 Polystyrene Cement, Britfix 66 
Balsa Cement, Britfix 44 Tissue Paste, Humbrol One 
Pack Fuel Proofer and the fabulous Humbrol Jet Pak 
Spray Gun. 


me evel! (GE) Ltd, Maidstone House, 25-7 Berners St, LondonW.|. 
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Hobbies Ltd. 


World War 2 under the White 
Ensign? To build smaller units in the 
unified 1:600 scale isn’t convenient. 

Rene Greger, Praha 4, Czechoslovakia. 


Pen-friends wanted 
WO more AIRFIX MAGAZINE readers 
have written to the Editor asking 
for pen-friends. They are Donald 
Powell, of Rice Corner Road, Brook- 


field, Mass, USA, (who would like to 
write to any English boy aged 12 or 13 
interested in World War 2 aircraft), 
and J. L. Meaton (17), of 59 Park Way, 
Havant, Hants (who would like to get 
in touch with a pen-friend in America 
willing to exchange kits and modelling 
books). Maybe these two readers (or 
any others interested) would like to 
get in touch at the addresses given. 


RUNWAY CONTROLLER'S CARA VAN—continued 


your local model shop. But get a couple 
of sheets in case of accidents, any gaps 
after applying the transfers can be 
painted in the appropriate colour. 
Steps were just rough wooden ones 
and, like the rest of the ‘van, more than 
likely started life in the station work- 
shops as scrap from something else. It 
was left to individual controllers to add 
the required standard of luxury—which 
varied considerably | would add! 
The towing attachment would run 
from the front axle, ie ‘greenhouse’ end, 
to meet in an angle where a standard 
caravan-type tow-hook was attached. 
The towing vehicles were usually the 
Bedford 15 cwt truck or larger QL, but 
on one occasion I did see a Jeep doing 
its (fairly successful) best to cope. The 
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“Smooth finish com- 
i) pletely free of brushmarks, 
resistant to water, oil, diesel 
fuels etc., dry in 1 hour, light 
in weight and available ina 
wide range of superb 
yes, Humbrol’s the 
Lop One-Ccoal palnt ior 
modellers the world over 
(And it’s recommended by top 
kit manufacturers!) 
Available from your local 
model shopandall branches oi 
oz. tins 9d. each. 
Humbrol complies with 
Safety Code B.5.3443:161. 
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Send for 
vour free 
catalogue 
today ! 
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‘van should be sited on the left of the 
runway to approaching aircraft, either 
on a hard standing or grass. 

| hope my description will encourage 
readers to have a shot at this slightly 
unusual model. There are, of course, 
many alternative methods of construc- 
tion, but the drawing will at least give 
you a basic (accurate) idea of how these 
things appeared. That described was in 
use in the “40s, and is doubtless now 
incorporated in something a little more 
up-to-date. But, despite the alternate 
draught and heat, bent whip aerials 
from students landing in a strong cross- 
wind and a general air of feeling like 
a sore thumb just asking to be removed, 
it provided me with many enjoyable 
hours of watchkeeping. 


I71 





Take out an 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
to AIRFIX MAGAZINE 


Due to the ever increasing demand some readers may find 
difficulty in obtaining a regular copy of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. 
To avoid disappointment these readers are advised to take 
out an annual subscription using the form below. 


SASS TS ST eS 


To: Subscription Dept., AIRFIX MAGAZINE, SURRIDGE ! 
DAWSON (PRODUCTIONS) LTD., 136-142 New Kent 
Road, London, S.E.1. 


i 
i 
Please send AIRFIX MAGAZINE to me each month for 
one year commencing With the.......c0ccceeeeeeennees issue. 1 
I enclose my remittance for 24s. (Sterling) (U.S.A. ; 
$4.50). 

i 

i 


SRNOUS iccckiatexuneseas Secs natuieteatapinin 


(Please use block capitals). ' 
Subscriptions are also obtainable from Newsagents |} 
and Booksellers throughout the world. ' 
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FINISTERS OF COVENTRY 
22 HUMBER ROAD, COVENTRY 


World-wide mail order service 


ALL AIRFIX KITS AND RACING CAR 
SETS & ACCESSORIES SUPPLIED 


AIRFIX RACE CAR SET MR Il 
I lft. Flyover, Cooper & Ferrari cars £4.19.11 
(export less 1/7th) | 
AIRFIX RACE CAR SET MR I5 | 
| 5ft. Flyover circuit, Lotus and Porsche cars £6.19.11 
(export less |/7th) | 
Overseas readers add |5/- postage per set. H.M. Forces 
overseas add 5/-, U.S.A. Readers add $2 postage. 
SEND FOR FULL AIRFIX RACE CAR PRICE-LIST 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
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Please send me .... 
1 enclose cheque/P.0. for...........- 


TRATE, ssscsssesegeces 


THE EASIBINDER—15s. each post paid 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 
ORDER FORM 


To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE (Advert Dept.) 
4 Ludgate Circus Buildings, Ludgate Circus, 
London, E.C.4, 
Please insert the following advertisement in the next 
issue of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. I enclose my 
remittance of ............ 8. sissssv.aca.0, (Gd, per word) 


Te Pee ett PR FR Pee ere eee asec sce ee ce eR ea ee Tv _ ewes er eee see ee PCCP eee ecevrtstnasntenneeae 
ee | 
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Praca c cco eR TC RT TPP ce PRP TF FC FPPC PKR CFF SPCC FPorecec Pc FFP dP PP treo FP cts ea eoazazaa caer re 


Pc rcc ec cc eT TTP eset eee ceo PCP Fo aT FFP FP Fro TPP FHP tc FP tsetse ttsttieavseeseseenvneaeaeue 


(PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 





| | ‘Romford’ Conversion Kits for 


No. 5 Schools 12/3. No. 25 Beyer Garrett 35/- 
No. 7 Prairie 17/6 No. 26 E.R. Saddle Tank 
No. 19 German Loco 17/6 17/6 


No. 22 B.R. 9200 29/2 No. 30 B.R. Mogul 17/6 
(Motor and gears extra) 


Our illustrated 72-page Model Railway Catalogue—6d. 
plus 4d. postage 
W. & H. (MODELS) LTD. | 


| 23, PADDINGTON ST., LONDON, W.1 ) 
| Mail Order and Export Orders welcomed. Tel. Wel. 8835 | 


Motorising Airfix/Kitmaster 
| 
| 





new size AIRFIX MAGAZINE BINDERS 
are ready now—send for yours TODAY 


We have arranged for rage Pe Lid. supply self-binding cases to all readers who | 

i al 4 coples for future reference. } 
vie KASIBINDER is deatened to bind copies of AIRFIX MAGAZINE as you receive them | 
month by month, eventually providing a handsomely bound volume for the bookshelf. 

Quick and easy to operate, the copies are bound into place by a thin steel wire and 
locked together tightly by a patented device, that allows the binder to open completely 
flat for easy reading. Strongly made with stiff covers and attractively bound in red 
Leathercloth and Milskin, the binders have the tithe Gold Blocked on the spine 


ORDER FORM 


To: Easibind Ltd., 84 Newman Street, London, W1. 
eo ee AIRFIX MAGAZINE Easibinders at 15,- each post paid. 
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... it really operates! 


This Airfix OO/HO scale Diesel Crane is a working 
model in every detail. 79-part kit 3 /-. 

It’s typical of the realism you get with Airfix 
models. They're just like the real thing! More 
than that, though, Airfix give you constant 
scale, so that the models of every series are 


JUST LIKE 
THE REAL THING! 


LATEST AIRFIX PRODUCTION 


LIBERATOR B24] 


A 124 part kit making 
a superbly detailed 
\/72nd scale model 
which has retractable 
undercarriage, ball 
turrets, moving 
wheels, guns, ailer- 
ons, elevators and 

rudders. Complete with U.5.A. 

Bth Air Force markings. 7/é6d, 

Also new: The magnificent Royal Sovereign 
17/éd,, the famous Douglas Boston Ii! 4/é6d., 
and the Saddle Tank Locomotive 3/- 











proportionately right; and a great ever-increas- 
ing range—there are || series now, with over 
200 kits. At prices from 2/- to |5/-, Airfix are 
great on value too. 

For endless modelling fun—make it Airfix. 


CONSTANT SCALE 
CONSTRUCTION KITS 


32 pages of models, facts and kit details from your dealer-only 9d | 
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A FANTASTIG SUCCESS! 


MODELLING ENTHUSIASTS HAVE TAKEN TO THE MINIDRILL AS A DUCK 
TAKES TO WATER—WE ARE THEREFORE EXTENDING OUR FREE OFFER 
TO AIRFIX MAGAZINE READERS FOR AN UNLIMITED PERIOD 
A unique scientifically designed Beater-Mixer as illustrated below will be given 
FREE with every Minidrill ordered using the coupon below. 


k, THE AMAZING 
”—— MINIDRILL 


NOT A TOY IT ACTUALLY DRILLS, GRINDS AND 
POLISHES ETC. HUNDREDS OF INTERCHANGEABLE 
SPARE WORK-TOOLS ALSO AVAILABLE 


Ideal for model-making, toy making, jewellery, camera and pocket radio 
repairs etc. Engraving, mixing etc. The tool with hundreds of uses. 









No. | kit 27/6 No. 2 kit 37/6 
No. 6 kit 67/6 No. 8 kit 87/6 
No. 9 kit 97/6 


All kits post free 


ree s TRADE ENQUIRIES 
NO. | KIT INVITED 


MAIL ORDER DEPT. AMS, 

NEW LINES MARKETING CO. LTD., 
Il, DRYDEN CHAMBERS, OXFORD ST., 
LONDON, W.|I. 


PLEASE SEND NO. KIT TO:— 


NAME 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ADDRESS oan aie 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/P.O. FOR£ s.— d. 


NO. 8 KIT 


Printed by Oxley & Son (Windsor) Ltd., 2-4 Victoria Street, Windsor 





